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Brief  Slsietcties 

OF   THE .... 

Lives  of  our  dearly  departed  Sisters,  who 

sanctified  themselves  during  the 

first  Forty  Years  of  the 

Existence  of  the 

Community. 

1861     ======     1901 

SISTER  MARY  OF  THE  SACRED  HEART, 

(SARAH   BYRNE.) 

Sister  Mary  of  the  Sacred  Heart  was  born  in  Wicklow 
County,  Ireland,  September  20,  1839  of  worthy  Catholic 
parents.  Her  family  whose  name  was  Byrne,  emigrated 
while  she  was  still  young  and  took  up  their  residence  in 
Quebec.  There  she  lived  for  some  years,  the  joy  and 
solace  of  her  parents  and  an  example  of  piety,  modesty, 
and  gentleness  to  the  entire  household,  but  at  length  fol- 
lowing a  powerful  attraction  of  her  heart  she  asked  and 
obtained  admission  into  the  Novitiate  of  the  Grey  Nuns 
in  her  adopted  City.  Full  of  hope  she  entered  religion, 
for  God  had  long  since  favored  her  with  an  ardent  desire 
to  serve  Him  in  the  religious  state  and  particularly  in  a 
House    devoted  to  the  active  works  of  Charity;    but  she 
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was  doomed  to  disappointment  for  she  left  the  Novitiate 
and  returned  home,  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  months,  on 
account  of  ill  health. 

Still  she  was  not  dismayed,  but,  with  heart  and  affections 
estranged  from  the  world,  waited  the  manifestation  of 
God's  holy   will  in  her  regard. 

It  may  be  thought  that  in  a  City  so  rich  in  religious 
Institutions  as  Quebec,  she  should  easily  have  made 
choice  of  another  Community,  but  having  no  inclination 
to  learn  the  French  language,  her  perseverance  seemed  to 
her  more  probable  in  an  English  speaking  Community. 

At  length  her  weary  waiting  was  brought  to  a  happy 
termination  for  hearing  that  Sisters  of  Charity  had  recent- 
ly opened  a  Novitiate  House  in  Kingston,  she  resolved  to 
make  another  attempt  to  attain  the  great  object  of  her 
prayers  and  desires.  With  the  view  then  of  becouiing  an 
humble  and  devoted  servant  of  the  poor,  she  broke  asunder 
the  tender  links  that  bound  her  to  home,  bade  a  tearful 
adieu  to  her  aged  mother,  relinquished  the  society  of  be- 
loved sisters  and  brothers  and  came  to  Upper  Canada, 
seeking  a  shrine  where  she  might  offer  her  young  heart's 
purest  att'ections,  a  retreat  where  she  might  xoreserve  the 
priceless  pearl  of  her  virginity  and  an  asylum  wherein  to 
minister  to  the  poorand  suffering  members  of  Jesus  Christ. 

She  entered  the  Novitiate  of  the  House  of  Providence  in 
Kingston,  November  6,  1864,  being  then  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  and  in  due  time  was  permitted  to  receive  the 
Religious  Habit.  The  Community  was  soon  convinced 
that  the  young  Novice  worked  under  the  eyes  of  God  alone 
and  desired  nothing  more  earnestly  than  her  perfection. 

With  energy  of  body  and  affection  of  heart  she  api^lied 
herself  to  the  dift'erent  works  of  the  Institute  and  em  brae- 
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ed  cheerfully  all  that  would  advance  the  interests  of  the 
Community  which  being  young  was  still  struggling  and 
demanded  great  generosity  on  the  part  of  its  subjects. 

While  still  a  novice  she  was  sent  on  mission  to  Belle- 
ville where  she  conducted  herself  with  all  that  gravity  and 
religious  decorum  which  could  be  expected  from  a  pro- 
fessed sister.  Her  time  of  probation  having  expired  she 
made  her  profession  on  November  21,  1866. 

No  one  could  have  a  higher  esteem  for  the  religious  life 
than  Sister  Mary  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  consequently  the 
holy  peace  and  joy  of  her  soul  on  being  permitted  to  pro- 
nounce her  vows  was  only  surpassed  when  a  few  years 
later  she,  with  holy  resignation  and  touching  confidence, 
yeilded  up  her  spirit  to  its  Creator  and  went  to  receive  the 
the  chaste  embraces  of  the  Spouse  she  had  tenderly  loved, 
and  faithfully  served  during  a  life  which  though  not  long 
was  certainly  meritorious. 

Soon  after  profession  her  health  began  to  decline;  she 
caught  a  severe  cold  in  exercising  the  duties  of  her  office 
which  brought  on  a  lingering  consumption.  During  three 
years  she  supported  silently  and  cheerfully  the  pains  and 
lassitude  of  this  harrowing  disease.  No  word  of  complaint 
escaped  her  lips,  but  the  hollow  cough,  the  pale  and  sunken 
cheek,  the  attenuated  form,  told  more  plainly  than  words 
that  Death  who  had  marked  her  for  his  own,  would  lay  his 
icy  hand  upon  her  at  no  distant  day. 

It  was  in  the  different  stages  of  this  illness  that  her 
character  and  virtues  were  more  distinctly  seen.  Ever  af- 
fable and  possessing  a  childlike  simplicity  of  manner  she 
preserved  the  same  modest  gayety  throughout  her  long  ill- 
ness; was  ready  to  compassionate  all  and  forget  her  own 
pains  in  relieving  those  of  others.     She  was  always  a  rigid 
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observer  of  holy  Poverty  and  this  with  her  spirit  of  Sslf- 
Denial  prompted  her  to  j)artake  of  the  common  fare  and 
to  avoid  these  little  indulgences  and  exemjotions  usually 
granted  to  those  in  declining  health.  She  avoided  losinij 
a  moment  of  time,  and  when  no  longer  able  to  take  part 
in  the  more  laborious  duties  of  the  House,  sought  such 
as  her  strength  permitted.  An  idea  of  her  industry  and 
zeal  for  the  service  of  the  poor  may  be  gathered  from  the 
fact  that  she  never  yielded  to  her  disease  in  so  far  as  to  de- 
sist from  labor  until  the  last  month  of  her  Jife,  and  this 
was  not  prompted  by  any  undue  attachment  to  exterior 
things  but  to  her  love  of  the  duties  of  her  calling.  She 
had  a  ver}'-  great  desire  to  live  longer,  but  seeing  at  length 
that  it  was  hoping  against  hope  she  calmly  resigned  her- 
self and  directed  all  her  attention  to  prejoaration  for  the 
awful  moment  of  death.  In  the  month  of  March  she  was 
seized  with  vomiting  of  blood,  which  was  the  immediate 
forerunner  of  her  last  illness.  She  desired  that  a  novena 
be  made  to  our  Lady  of  the  Sacred  Heart  and  in  compli- 
ance with  her  wish  all  the  inmates  of  the  Institution  join- 
ed the  sisters  in  their  prayers;  but  it  could  only  be  by  a 
miracle  that  strength  could  be  given  back  to  one  whose 
vital  parts  were  all  but  consumed  by  disease  and  God  was 
not  pleased  to  work  that  miracle,  but  the  grace  of  perfect 
resignation  to  His  Holy  will  was  given  her  instead,  for  she 
expressed  no  desire  to  live  from  that  time  forth. 

Daily  she  grew  weaker  and  on  the  eve  of  the  Feast  of 
our  Lady  of  Seven  Dolors  it  was  seen  that  death  was  close 
at  hand.  Though  unable  to  join  the  other  sisters  in  their 
retreat  for  the  Renovation  of  Vows,  still  she  was  with 
them  in  spirit  and  ere  the  Feast  had  dawned  she  had 
passed  to  Eternity,  we  may  confidently  hope  to  the  embrace 
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of  the  Mother  of  Sorrows    whose   devout   client   she  was. 

Her  death  was  calm  and  i33aceful,  the  sisters  gathered 
around  her  while  the  Superior  read  the  beautiful  prayers 
of  the  Church  for  the  departing  soul;  conscious  to  the  last 
she  ceased  not  to  recommend  herself  to  God  until  deprived 
of  utterance. 

About  ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  seventh  of  April 
1870,  the  thread  of  life  was  severed,  the  weary  months  of 
suffering  were  brought  to  a  close  and  the  soul  of  our  dear 
Sister  Mary  of  the  Sacred  Heart  was  with  its  God.  Puri- 
fied by  the  j)^ins  of  a  tedious  and  harassing  disease  we 
may  hope  she  made  atonement  for  the  weaknesses  and  im- 
perfections of  human  nature  and  merited  to  enter  speedily 
into  the  glory  of  the  Elect. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  in  St.  Mary's  Cathedral 
after  which  her  remains  were  reverently  consigned  to  the 
vault  beneath  the  sacred  edifice;  but  no  member  of  the 
family  assisted  thereat,  save  her  two  sisters  who  at  this 
time  were  professed  members  of  the  Community,  for  she 
earnestly  requested  that  none,  not  even  her  mother,  be 
informed  of  her  illness  or  death  until  after  the  burial, 
knowing  well  that  they  would  have  hastened  to  her  death 
bed,  she  wished  to  ]3revent  all  that  would  distract  or  pre- 
vent her  giving  all  her  attention  to  that  great  and  impor- 
tant action  which  if  well  parformed  would  crown  with 
holy  perseverance  the  labors  of  her  life. 
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SISTER  MARY  FRANCIS  XAVIER. 

(CATHERINE   BYRNE.) 

Catherine  Byrne,  called  in  religion,  Sister  Mary  Francis 
Xavier  was  born  in  Wicklow  County,  Ireland  and  was  one 
of  three  sisters  of  the  Byrne  family,  who  embraced  the 
religious  state  in  the  House  of  Providence,  Kingston.  She 
entered  August  3,  1867,  the  year  after  Sister  Mary  fo 
the  Sacred  Heart  made  her  profession.  Being  of  a  pre- 
possessing appearance,  and  a  very  agreeable  manner, 
she  might  have  attracted  admiration  and  moved  with  a 
degree  of  self-gratification  in  society;  but  through  the 
holy  influence  of  a  Christian  education  she  was  convinced 
that  "all  is  vanity  which  passes  with  time"  and  sought 
eagerly  to  lay  up  her  treasure  where  neither  moth  could 
eat  nor  rust  consume.  All  the  wealth  of  her  heart's 
holiest  love,  with  these  attractions  of  character  and  per- 
sonal beauty  which  distinguished  her,  she  sacrificed  gen- 
erously to  the  Great  Donor  of  every  good  gift  and  entered 
on  the  religious  life. 

Her  time  of  probation  was  not  marked  by  any  extraordi- 
nary occurrence,  and  at  its  close  she  w^as  permitted  to 
make  profession  in  company  with  her  Sister  Ellen  who 
entered  on  the  same  day. 

She  was  as  innocent  and  free  from  guile  as  a  child  and 
entered  without  reserve  on  all  the  exercises  of  piety  pre- 
scribed by  the  rule.  It  cannot  be  said,  she  labored  hard, 
that  she  acted  the  part  of  Martha  in  the  service  of  the 
Great  Master;  but  she  loved  much  and  God  seemed  to  de- 
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light  ill  communicating  the  ineffable  consolations  of 
Divine  Love  to  her  pure  soul.  She  cherished  all  the  vir- 
tues, it  is  true,  but  at  the  mention  of  holy  purity,  her  very 
countenance  glowed  with  joy  and  she  could  not  control  her 
emotions  of  gratitude  at  being  admitted  among  the  follow- 
ers of  the  Lamb.  She  was  often  heard  to  say  that  in  look- 
ing on  the  Sisters  and  considering  them  as  pure  and  con- 
secrated Virgins,  she  would  fain  cry  out,  "Lord  it  is  good 
for  us  to  be  here."  In  very  truth  she  was  a  being  too  pure 
and  chaste  for  long  contact  with  this  rude  world.  Long 
sufferings  and  heavy  trials  were  not  needed  to  detach  her 
heart  from  earth  or  wash  out  the  stains  of  sin,  for  Our 
Lord  did  this  by  His  all-powerful  grace,  and  while  yet  in 
the  spring-time  of  life,  this  tender  flower  was  transplanted 
from  this  ungenial  soil  to  bloom  in  that  fair  Land  where 
sin  and  sorrow  have  no  home. 

Consumption  laid  its  fell  hand  on  har  and  she  succumb- 
ed to  the  first  stroke.  A  few  short  months  and  her  cheek 
lost  its  blush,  her  laughing  eye  its  brightness,  slow  and 
languid  became  her  step,  thin  and  wan  her  slender  frame. 

Much  as  the  sisters  feared  to  lose  her,  they  could  not  be 
blinded  to  the  fact  that  she  would  soon  be  with  Sister 
Mary  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  and  though  convinced  that  she 
had  nothing  to  fear  in  meeting  Him,  Who  was  not  alone 
her  Judge  but  the  Well-Beloved  of  her  soul,  still  they 
grieved  to  part  so  soon;  but  she  looked  on  death  with  calm- 
ness and  bade  it  "Welcome."  Never  did  sick  patient 
watch  more  jealously  the  symptoms  of  returning  health 
than  our  dear  Sister  noted  the  harbingers  of  her  last   end. 

She  suffered  no  acute  pain  still  an  over-powering  weak- 
ness which  rapidly  increased,  utterly  prostrated  her,  but  a 
strong  faith  and   boundless   love   of   God    sustained    her 
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until  that  kindly  heart  had  ceased  to  beat  and  her  peaceful 
soul  had  fled. 

She  died  in  the  spring  when  nature  was  re-awakening 
to  sing  the  praises  of  the  great  Creator,  a  fitting  time  for 
one  like  her  to  pass  to  that  Land  of  Eternal  Spring  for 
which  she  sighed  more  eagerly  than  the  weary  traveller 
longs  to  visit  his  native  hills. 

All  the  consolations  of  our  Holy  Religion  were  afforded 
her  and  all  who  came  near  her  were  edified  by  the  unre- 
mitting fervor  she  manifested  and  astonished  at  her  ardent 
desire  to  die.  "Oh,  tell  me  she  would  say,  while  fastening 
her  large  and  expressive  eyes  inquiringly  upon  you,  tell 
me  will  I  die  to-night V"  At  length  the  agony  commenced, 
the  prayers  for  the  departing  soul  were  read,  and  the  long 
desired  hour  seemed  at  hand;  but  rallying  a  little  she  re- 
turned to  consciousness  and  begged  the  sisters  who  in 
tears  were  kneeling  by  her  bedside  to  say  the  Miserere. 
They  complied,  they  prayed  beside  her  and  when  unable 
to  articulate,  her  lips  moved,  her  eyes  upraised  in  earnest 
beseeching  gaze,  told  that  she  was  resigning  her  soul  to 
Him  who  gave  it. 

She  died  April  18,  1871,  and  was  buried  in  the  same 
vault  in  St.  Mary's  Cathedral  with  Sr.  M.  of  the  S.  Heart. 

In  considering  that  she  lived  so  short  a  time  in  religion 
one  might  naturally  be  surprised  at  her  eagerness  to 
shake  off  this  mortal  coil,  and  ask  why  she  did  not  rather 
desire  to  labor  longer,  if  only  to  atone  for  those  little  im- 
perfections to  which  all  the  children  of  Adam  are  subject; 
but  let  it  be  remembered  that  "Lovecasteth  out  fear  and 
much  is  forgiven  to  those  who  love  much'"  This  must 
have  been  the  cause  of  her  resignation,  certain  it  is  that 
her  conversations  ever  turned  on  some  pious  subjects,  her 
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actions  were  never  performed  to  be  seen  by  men;  her 
affections  were  restrained  within  these  limits  becoming  a 
Christian  and  a  religious;  she  saw"  our  Lord  in  the  poor 
man  who  asked  an  alms  of  her,  and  relieved  him  with  res- 
pectful tenderness. 

Truly,  she  was  favored  in  being  called  home  from  this 
vale  of  tears  at  so  early  an  age,  and  we  will  be  encouraged 
by  the  example  of  her  fervor  to  support  the  labors  of  our 
sojourning  in  a  spirit  of  love,  for  do  we  not  serve  the  same 
benign  and  generous  Master  who  regardeth  not  the  works 
we  do,  but  the  spirit  that  prompts  them? 

May  she  rest  in  peace;  may  her  abode  be  in  Holy  Zion, 
where,  having  found  favor  with  the  Lord,  she  will  aid  us 
by  her  prayers,  until  we  too,  having  finished  our  earthly 
course,  may  hope  to  rejoin  her  and  sing  eternally  the  can- 
ticle of  those  who  make  the  Heavens  resound  with  their 
Hosannas !     Amen. 

Requiesoat  in  Pace. 


.«, 


SISTER  MARY  PATRICK, 

( SARAH    MCKINLEY.) 

Sarah  McKinley  was  born  in  Kingston,  Ont.,  December 
^3rd,  1851,  and  on  the  2gt^of  March  1869,  she  entered  the 
Providence  Novitiate,  being  then  eighteen  years  of  age. 
Though  not  of  a  robust  constitution  she  devoted  herself 
generously  to  the  service  of  the  poor  in  the  different  offices 
assigned  her  by  obedience.  The  usual  time  of  probation 
was  thus  passed,  and  at  its  close  she  was  admitted  to  the 
religious  profession,  taking  the  name,  Sister  Mary  Patrick. 
Struggling  still  against  physical  weakness  which  seemed 
only  to  increase  with  time,  she  labored  cheerfully  to  bear 
her  share  of  the  burden,  either  of  serving  the  poverty 
stricken  or  collecting  means  for  their  support.  She  went 
twice  to  the  United  States  to  collect  for  the  new  house  and 
her  energy  in  this  trying  work  was  admirable. 

On  the  opening  of  the  Mission  at  Holyoke  she  was 
among  the  first  to  offer  her  services  and  was  accepted.  In 
this  new  field  of  labor  many  sacrifices,  incidental  to  the 
opening  of  a  house,  were  demanded,  but  Sister  M.  Patrick 
always  testified  that  same  generosity  in  the  service  of  the 
poor,  and  labored  beyond  her  strength.  Her  health  failing 
seriously  she  was  recalled  to  the  Mother  House;  but  after 
remaining  a  few   months  she  returned  to  Holyoke. 

Being  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever  she  was  brought  to 
the  last  extremity,  but  after  a  long  and  tedious  illness 
became    convalescent,   and   returned    again    to  Kingston. 
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Her  health  gave  way  completely,  still  she  held  the  office  of 
sacristan  long  after  one  of  less  endurance  would  have 
yielded  to  the  demands  of  an  enfeebled  constitution.  She 
Ijossessed  many  amiable  qualities,  and  acquired  virtues 
during  her  religious  life,  which  could  not  fail  to  edify  all. 

She  had  a  tender  love  of  holy  purity,  and  this  was  to  be 
seen  in  the  modesty  of  her  exterior.  Her  last  illness  was 
long  and  painful  in  the  extreme,  the  stomach  would  retain 
no  food  and  she  lingered  until  so  emaciated  that  disease 
seemed  to  have  nothing  to  prey  upon.  On  Easter  Sunday 
the  Angel  of  Death  summoned  her  spirit  and  freed  her 
from  a  life  of  suffering. 

Fortified  by  the  sacraments  and  all  the  consolations  of 
holy  Church,  she  closed  a  religious  career  which  though 
short  was  most  worthy,  and  as  we  murmur  a  "Requiem 
aeternum"  we  cannot  but  rejoice  in  the  firm  belief  that  an- 
other of  our  number  has  persevered  to  the  end,  and  really 
entered  into  Eternal  life. 

Sister  Mary  Patrick  died  April  21,  1878,  in  the  twenty- 
seventh  year  of  her  age,  and  the  ninth  of  her  religious  life. 
We  laid  our  dearly  beloved  one  beside  the  other  two 
departed  sisters,  in  the  Cathedral  vault  awaiting  the 
resurrection  when  the  "Corruptible  will  put  on  the  incor- 
ruption,"  and  death  will  be  exchanged  for  immortality. 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  GUARDIAN  ANGEL. 

(  MARY   MCGOWAN.  ) 

Mary  McGowan  entered  the  Novitiate  at  the  age  of 
twenty  three,  and  from  her  admission  she  was  remarkable 
for  a  gentleness  and  amiability  of  character  that  endear- 
ed her  both  to  Superiors  and  companions. 

Her  constitution  was  not  strong,  and  after  the  taking  of 
the  habit,  fears  of  her  perseverance  were  entertained. 

Wishing  to  give  her  every  chance  possible,  she  was  al- 
lowed to  go  to  the  country,  for  some  months;  and  returned 
to  the  Novitiate  much  invigorated. 

Allowed  by  the  Community  to  make  her  religious  pro- 
fession, she  took  the  name,  Sister  Mary  Guardian  Angel. 

Like  a  frail  little  flower,  which  the  tirst  breath  of  winter 
would  blight  she  moved  quietly  about,  doing  what  her 
strength  permitted,  silently  regretting  that  her  health  was 
not  proportioned  to  her  good  will,  ever  cheerful  and  un- 
complaining. Being  sent  to  the  Mission  of  Holyoke  she 
testified  the  same  good  spirit;  but  her  constitution  was 
completely  shattered  while  there,  by  an  illness  that  seem- 
ed the  herald  of  death.  The  Superior  took  her  home  in 
July,  and  from  this  time  she  sensibly  declined. 

Her  life  was  too  short,  and  her  health  too  poor,  to  be 
marked  by  anything  extraordinary;  but  if  silent,  uncom- 
plaining suffering,  cheerful  endurance  of  weakness  is 
heroic  virtue,  she  possessed  it.     Death  had  no  terrors  for 
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her,  she  looked  forward  to  it  as  one  would  to  a  pleasant 
journey  which  was  to  conduct  her  home. 

The  thouc^ht  of  meeting  God  filled  her  with  joy,  and 
she  frequently  spoke  with  childlike  eagerness,  of  the  joy 
of  those  whose  sweet  privilege  it  is  to  contemplate  the  un- 
veiled countenance  of  their  Creator.  She  was  one  whom 
grace  peculiarly  favored.  Brought  into  religion  before 
contact  with  the  world  tarnished  hor  innocence,  she  enjoy- 
ed the  blessod  privilege  of  bf^ing  espoused  to  the  Divine 
Lover  of  chaste  souls,  who  called  her  to  enter  the  Banquet 
Hall  of  the  Nuptials,  having  first  jmrified  her  by  suffer- 
ings, though,  in  her  generosity,  she  asserted  that  she  did 
not  suffer  anything.  Her  disease  was  a  general  wasting 
of  the  system,  which  of  course  caused  great  weakness. 

This,  with  a  distressing  cough,  prevented  her  resting  day 
or  night.  Having  no  desire  to  live,  she  patiently  awaited 
death  to  summon  her  to  a  better  life.  Her  last  agony  was 
long  and  painful,  and  those  who  gazed  on  the  scene,  felt 
the  truth  of  those  words:  '"If  we  have  not  trials  in  life, 
they  will  meet  us  at  death."  She  died  August  29,  1879, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  having  been  a  professed 
member  of  the  Institute  four  years.  Her  remains  repose 
in  the  vault  of  St.  Mary's  Cathedral,  there  to  await  the 
day  of  ''General  Resurrection." 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  VERONICA. 

(MARY   AUSTIN.) 

Mary  Austin  was  born  at  Worcester,  Mass.  July  3,  1852 
of  respectable,  Irish  Catholic  parents.  At  fourteen  years  of 
age  she  lost  her  mother,  a  loss  of  which  she  could  scarcely 
speak  without  great  emotion.  Being  the  eldest  of  the 
family  the  care  of  a  sister  and  three  brothers  fell  to  her 
lot,  and  with  a  wisdom  beyond  her  years  she  acquitted 
herself  of  the  various  duties  which  her  new  charge  placed 
in  her  way.  Her  prudence  at  this  period  won  for  her  the 
highest  esteem  of  those  under  whose  notice  she  came  ]par- 
ticularly  her  worthy  pastor.  Rev.  P.  T  O'Reilly,  who  sub- 
sequently became  Bishop  of  Springfield  and  who,  when 
he  heard  of  Miss  Austin's  intention  of  becoming  a 
member  of  our  Institute,  spoke  of  her  to  the  Superior  as 
one  most  worthy  of  commendation;  making  special  refer- 
ence to  her  mode  of  action  while  she  was  mistress  of  her 
father's  household.  After  a  few  years  Mr.  Austin  re- 
married, and  relieved  Mary  of  weighty  responsibilities. 

In  May  1874,  she  (the  first  candidate  from  the  Diocese 
of  Springfield)  entered  the  Novitiate,  and  no  novice 
ever  gave  herself  with  greater  ardor  to  the  different  works 
of  the  Institute.  Shortly  after  she  received  the  Holy 
Habit  she  was  sent  to  the  Mission  of  Holyoke,  Mass.  where 
she  remained  ten  months,  after  which  she  returned  to  re- 
sume her  novitiate  prior  to  her  religious  profession,  which 
to  her  great  satisfaction  she  was  permitted  to  make  on 
August  7, 1876,  receiving  the  name,  Sister  Mary  Veronica. 
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She  was  of  a  delicate  coiistitutioti,  and  very  soon  it  was 
observed  that  her  sojournment  here  below  w^ould  not  be  of 
long  duration.  However,  shortly  after  profession  she  was 
again  sent  to  Holyoke;  but  her  health  became  so  enfeebl- 
ed that  it  was  found  necessary  to  bring  her  home  after  a 
few  months.  She  continued  her  novitiate  and  was  scrupu- 
lously exact  in  attending  the  various  exercises  from  which 
though  an  inmate  of  the  infirmary,  she  never  absented 
herself  without  a  special  dispensation,  and  this  she  rarely 
sought.  She  was  most  exact  with  regard  to  the  employ- 
ment of  her  time,  never  permitting  herself  tlie  gratification 
of  remaining  idle,  a  privilege  which  those  who  suffer  from 
a  prolonged  illness  generally  regard  as  their  just  due. 

She  earnestly  desired  to  die  a  professed  novice,  but 
Providence  willed  otherwise,  she,  being  one  of  three  sisters 
whose  term  of  novitiate  had  expired,  was  brought  to  the 
Community,  February  1,  1880.  The  next  day,  Feast  of  the 
Purification  she  came  to  the  Community  room,  but  was 
unable  to  remain  longer  than  one  hour.  It  was  the  first 
and  last  hour  she  passed  there  asasist?r  of  community. 

Her  strength  gradually  wasted.  Frequent  vomitings  of 
blood,  and  a  distressing  cough,  at  length  did  their  work, 
and  about  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  March  11,  1880, 
she  calmly  and  peacefully  breathed  her  pure  soul  into  the 
hands  of  its  Creator,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  her  age 
and  the  fourth  of  her  religious  life.  After  the  last  sad 
and  solemn  rites  were  ended,  the  body  of  this  well-beloved 
sister  was  reverently  placed  in  the  vault,  over  which  towers 
St.  Mary's  Cathedral,  there  to  rest  in  peace  with  her  reli- 
gious co-laborers  who  had  already  gone  to  their  reward. 

Requiescat  IX  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  TERESA. 

(  MARY   CLEAR Y.  ) 

On  this  (lay  we  commemorate  the  happy  death  of  our 
dear  Sister  Mary  Teresa  who  departed  this  life  Oct.  12, 1881 
after  a  very  short  illness,  but  fortified  by  the  Sacraments 
and  strengthened  even  in  her  dying  moments  by  the  pray- 
ers of  holy  Cliurch. 

Mary  Cleary,  in  religion  Sister  Mary  Teresa,  was  born 
in  Cornwall,  Ont.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  she  entered  the 
Novitiate  wholly  and  unreservedly,  breaking  generously 
the  ties  which  bind  the  eldest  child  to  her  family,  and 
while  still  loving  her  dear  ones  with  all  the  ardor  of  an  af- 
fectionate heart,  she  devoted  herself  with  great  generosity 
to  the  works  of  the  Institute.  She  was  a  very  simple, 
earnest  character,  incapable  of  acting  from  any  base  or  in- 
ferior motive. 

Having  made  her  profession,  she  was  sent  to  the  mission 
of  Holyoke,  where  she  labored  with  her  accustomed  zeal 
and  energy,  until  her  early  and  unexpected  death. 

During  the  six  years  of  her  residence  there,  she  was 
called  to  labor  at  the  different  works  of  the  Institute,  and 
it  was  never  known  that  Sister  Mary  Teresa  lacked  interest, 
no  matter  what  duties  claimed  her  attention.  In  all  she 
did,  one  could  plainly  see  that  she  labored  directly  under 
the  Eye  of  God,  and  with  the  sole  view  to  His  glory,  and 
the  neighbor's  salvation.  It  was  especially  in  preparing 
children  for  their  first  communion  that  one  could  see  her 
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zeal  and  self-forgetfuhiess.  By  i^refereiice  she  took  charge 
of  those  over-grown  boys,  who  nnable  to  read,  had  little  or 
no  aptitude  for  learning.  With  unwearing  patience,  she 
would  repeat  again  and  again  for  them  the  necessary  truths 
of  religion,  spending  six  weeks  in  imparting  knowledge 
that  a  child  with  ordinary  intelligence  would  understand 
in  as  many  days.  When  sympathy  was  offered,  or  their 
carelessness  or  stupidity  blamed,  she  would  strive  to  shield 
or  excuse  them,  apologizing  thus:  ''The  poor  children; 
perhaps  it  is  not  all  their  fault.  If  they  do  not  make  their 
tirst  communion  this  year  they  may  never  return,  etc." 

She  succeeded  wonderfully  w^ith  her  proteges,  and  if 
those  who  instruct  others  unto  justice,  shall  shine  as  stars 
in  the  firmament,  this  humble  and  hidden  apostolate  must 
have  merited  for  our  dear  sister  a  very  great  recompense. 

In  the  vacation  of  1880,  she  went  as  companion  on  a  col- 
lecting tour  to  the  West.  During  the  Summer  and  Au- 
tumn months  the  sisters  continued  their  journey,  meeting 
trials  that  only  they  themselves  may  know,  and  which  may 
be  written  by  no  other  than  the  Recording  Angels. 

They  penetrated  to  the  far  West,  undergoing  fatigues 
that  those  who  read  this  simple  memoir  would  vainly  strive 
to  imagine,  but  on  their  return,  so  far  from  feeling  that 
she  had  done  enough,  Sister  Mary  Teresa  was  willing  to 
undertake  a  second  time  the  same  labors. 

In  September  1881,  she  resumed  her  class  duties,  but 
ere  the  month  had  j)assed  she  showed  signs  of  indisposi- 
tion. Being  of  a  very  robust  constitution  no  one  was 
alarmed.  She  refused  to  yield  to  the  importunities  of 
nature,  and  for  two  weeks  bore  up  against  the  treacherous 
fever  that  was  rapidly  fastening  itself  upon  her.     At  length 
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she  could  keep  up  no  longer,  and  went  to  bed  on  ber  re- 
turn from  school,  never  to  rise  again. 

The  Physician  was  summoned  and  found  her  to  have 
Typhoid  fever  in  a  very  malignant  form. 

Our  dear  Sister  seemed  to  have  a  presentiment  that 
death  was  approaching.  She  arranged  her  little  affairs  at 
once,  gave  a  list  of  the  children  who  owed  her  for  books, 
and  assured  the  sisters  that  she  would  not  get  better. 

Knowing  her  great  precision,  but  little  attention  was 
paid  to  this,  yet  as  the  days  passed,  and  the  fever  only  in- 
creased,  it  was  deemed  best  to  have  the  Sacraments  ad- 
ministered. On  Tuesday  evening,  one  week  from  the  day 
she  succumbed  to  her  illness,  the  priest  was  called  to  ad- 
minister the  Viaticum.  She  heard  of  his  coming  with  joy, 
fervently  exclaiming  with  clasped  hands:  "Thanks  be  to 
God".  Her  mind  no  longer  wandered;  rallying  all  her 
strength  she  pronounced,  as  distinctly  as  her  parched 
tongue  would  permit,  her  renewal  of  Vows  and  j)rofession 
of  Faith,  and  remained  perfectly  conscious  while  receiv- 
ing the  Sacraments.  She  passed  the  night  as  usual,  but 
the  sisters  began  to  realize  that  death  was  rapidly  ap- 
proaching. At  six  the  next  morning  a  change  came  over 
her  countenance,  she  was  unable  to  take  her  medicine,  the 
Community  were  hastily  summoned,  and  while  all  knelt 
round  her,  supplicating  the  heavenly  Court  to  aid  her  in 
the  last  agonizing  struggle,  she  breathed  her  last.  The 
priest  w^aited  in  the  sacristy,  that  he  might  offer  a  Re- 
quiem, but  faithful  in  life  to  every  rule  even  in  dying  her 
obedient  spirit  took  flight  leaving  her  weeping  sisters  free 
to  go  at  the  Community  hour  and  assist  at  Mass. 

On  the   morning  of  her  death   she   had  the  benefit  of 
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three  Masses,  and  the  same  on  the  two  days  following. 

Nothing  was  more  admirable,  during  the  week  of  her 
illness  than  her  imj)licit  obedience  to  the  Physician  and 
Infirmarian.  Though  confident  that  she  would  not  re- 
cover, yet  she  was  scrupulously  exact  in  taking  her  medi- 
cine precisely  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  prescribed. 

No  murmur  of  impatience  escaped  her.  Her  childlike 
devotion  to  her  parents  and  family  was  well  known  in  the 
Community,  she  had  written  home  the  day  before  the 
Doctor's  first  visit,  but  though  confidently  expecting 
death,  she  suppressed  all  natural  feelings,  and  made  no 
mention  of  her  family,  except  in  the  early  stage  of  her  ill- 
ness, when  she  asked  that  her  beads  might  be  sent  to  her 
father. 

Her  remains  were  interred  on  the  eve  of  the  Feast  of 
Saint  Teresa,  1881,  in  the  Cemetery  at  Holyoke.  She  died 
in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  her  age,  and  the  eighth  of 
her  religious  life,  having  merited  thus  early  to  hear  the 
consoling  words  of  the  Master  of  the  Vineyard:  "Well 
done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant;  because  thou  hast 
been  faithful  in  a  few  things,  I  will  place  thee  over  many. 
Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

Eequiescat  in  Pace. 


MOTHER  MARY  JOHN, 

(ELT.EN    O'DONNELL.) 

On  the  26tli  of  August  the  Chronicles  record  the  death 
of  a  member  of  the  Institute  whose  career  though  short, 
deserves  more  than  passing  notice,  being  full  in  useful- 
ness and  unselfish  devotedness. 

Sister  M.  John,  known  in  the  world  as  Ellen  O'  Donnell, 
was  born  in  Kingston,  of  pious  and  worthy  parents  on  the 
1st  of  December  1847.  She  was  an  only  daughter,  but  the 
liberty  usually  enjoyed  by  such  favored  children  seemed 
not  to  draw  her  into  vanity  or  worldliness,  for  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  she  entered  the  Novitiate,  while  the  Commu- 
nity was  yet  in  its  infancy,  being  the  tifth  in  rank  of  those 
who  devoted  themselves  to  the  service  of  the  poor,  under 
trying  circumstances,  for  the  first  members  endured  hard- 
ships and  privations  to  which  those  who  came  in  later  years 
are  utter  strangers.  We  learn  however  from  the  testimony 
of  her  companions  that  Sister  O'  Donnell  was  no  child  in 
courage  and  earnestness  of  i^urpose,  for  she  gave  herself 
cheerfully  to  the  care  of  the  orphan,  and  other  charitable 
duties  of  our  holy  calling,  and  was  admitted  to  the  recep- 
tion of  the  Holy  Habit,  August  15,  1864.  She  was  endow- 
ed with  a  courageous  spirit,  great  energy  and^  strong  will 
power,  but  her  physical  constitution  was  weak,  and  early  in 
her  religious  life,  the  term  of  her  sufferings  began,  bringing 
her  more  than  once  to  the  verge  of  the  grave;  this  delicate 
health,  though  developing  itself  did  not  interfere  with  her 
perseverance  in  her  holy  vocation,  and  she  made  Profession 


MOTHER  MARY   JOHN  2] 

March  23.  18(56.     Sister   Mary  Jolni    was   deeply  imbued 
with  the  religious  spirit;  was  faithful  in  regular  observance 
of  the  Rule,  a  devoted  child  of  the  Community,  a  true  Sis- 
ter of  Charity  and  Servant  of  the  Poor.     She  filled  succes- 
sively the  offices  of  Mistress  of  Novices  and  Superior,  and 
though  her  weak  Jiealth   made  her  duties  doubly  burden- 
some, the  spirit  of  sacrifice  rendered  her  forgetful  of  self 
and  anxious  onlv  to  advance  the  interests  of  her  Institute- 
Gentle    and  sensitive  in  the  highest    degree,   she    was 
capable  of  most  acute   mental    suffering,    but   those   who 
knew  her  best,  and  have  some  idea  of  her  heroic  struggles, 
prefer  to   treasure   the   living   memory   of  her  patient  en- 
durance, and  pay   thereto,   the   eloquent  tribute  of  a  res- 
pectful silence,  resting  as  they  do,  in  the  sweet  assurance 
that  He  who   notes  the  sparrows   fall,   has  seen  them,  to 
recompense,  and  glorify  His  servant.     'Tis  thus  she  would 
have  it  too,  and  we  will  respect  her  wishes  and  merely  de- 
tail here  such  events  as  will  b^  for  those  who  walked  life's 
ways  with  her,  a  connecting  link,  if  they  would  recall  her 
history,  and  review  her  checkered  course,  and  for  the  edi- 
fication ofc*  those  who  have  not  known  her,  let  it  be  written 
that   Sister  M.  John  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  the 
spirit  of  the  Institute.     Though  not  naturally  of  an  ardent 
temperment,  she  had  great  sympathy  for  the  j)oor,  and 
many  a  deed  of  charity,  known  only  to  the  recijoient  there- 
of, has  been  recorded  in  the    "Book  of  Life"   to  cancel  in 
part  the  weakness  of  human  frailty. 

By  nature,  quick  to  resent,  she  kiu>w  how  to  bear,  how  to 
forgive  injuries,  and  even  overcome  by  kindness  those 
who  had  wronged  her. 

Of  her  silence  under  the  most  acute  physical  suffering 
what  will  we  say?     None  wiio  looked  on  her  bright  cheer- 
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ful  countenance  could  suspect  that  the  night  had  been 
passed  in  pain  and  sleeplessness.  Again  and  again  she 
seemed  to  be  in  danger  of  death;  but  her  recuperative 
powers  were  so  great,  her  will  and  energy  so  indomitable 
that  on  the  least  favorable  turn  in  her  sickness  she  would 
rally  her  little  remaining  strength  and  return  to  duty.  It 
was  during  her  term  as  Superior,  that  the  mission  at 
Holyoke  was  founded,  and  she  was  closely  identified  with 
every  enterprise  that  marked  the  prosperity  of  the  Com- 
munity, not  only  during  the  term  of  her  administration 
but  throughout  her  life. 

Though  weary  of  suffering  she  was  still  anxious  to  live 
for  the  sake  of  her  Community,  but  medical  aid  was  pow- 
erless to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  disease  which  wasted 
her  strength  and  preyed  upon  her  vital  powers.  At  length 
she  succumbed,  and  though  every  effort  was  made  to  save 
her,  the  most  sanguine  could  not  but  see  that  the  end  was 
near.  In  the  month  of  March  1883,  she  was  again  elected 
to  the  office  of  Superior,  but  did  not  long  bear  the  burden 
for  on  August  26,  the  same  year,  death  came  to  her  relief, 
and  freed  her  from  temporal  cares,  responsibilities  and 
sufierings.  For  many  years  she  was  the  victim  of  stomach 
trouble,  and  in  this  enough  is  said  to  those  who  were  as- 
sociated with  her,  or  who  know  what  the  disease  entails. 

She  had  little  to  fear  in  death,  for  her  responsibilities 
though  great,  were  always  conscientiously  discharged  and 
though  the  sisters  felt  the  deepest  affliction  in  her  death, 
they  rejoiced  in  her  happy  transition  to  endless  peace  and 
joy.  She  died  August  26,  1883  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of 
her  age  and  the  twentieth  of  her  religious  life.  She  who 
^  loved  us  so  well,  is  still  permitted  to  plead  our  cause  and 
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ill  th3  holy  Com  tn  nil  ion  of  Saints,  to  watch  over  the  Com- 
munity, and  nurture  in  the  hearts  of  her  sisters  the  true 
spirit  of  the  Institute.  May  the  name  and  virtues  of 
Mother  Mary  John  ever  be  held  in  sacred  remembrance 
and  in  the  Resurrection  Day,  may  we  all  be  again  united 
with  her. 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


Lines  written  in  Memory  of  Mother  Mary  John. 

Hushed  and  silent  is  our  cloister 

For  the  angel  death  is  near, 
And  our  loved  and  cherished  Mother 

Is  forever  gone  from  here! 
And  the  dirge  is  lowly  chanted 

Of  the  Miserere  knell. 
And  amidst  the  hush  of  sorrow 

List  we  for  the  funeral  bell. 

Now  the  bell  as  it  is  tolling 

Lends  its  message  to  the  heart. 
Of  the  Sisters'  praying,  weeping. 

She  a  kindly  Mother's  part 
Showed  to  them,  to  aged  and  orphan 

To  the  sick,  the  poor  who  wail. 
For  their  dear  departed  Mother 

Who  has  left  this  earthly  vale, 

Dear  dead  lips  now  sealed  forever 

Which  so  often  moved  in  prayer. 
Sweet  closed  eyes  that  shone  so  kindly 

On  all  those  who  felt  her  care; 
Hands  that  now  are  calmly  folded 

In  the  conqueror  death's  embrace, 
Tended  they  so  true  and  faithful 

To  Christ's  lonely  orf)han  race. 

May  the  pray'rs  that  are  now  wafted 

To  th'  eternal  throne  above. 
Prove  fruitful  for  her  welfare 

As  the  measure  of  our  love. 
And  when  free  from  earthly  shackles 

And  our  mortal  life  is  o'er 
May  our  Mother  come  to  greet  us 

On  that  happy  distant  shore. 


SISTER  MARY  VINCENT  de  PAUL, 

(JULIA    STAFFORD.) 

In  Mary's  month,  1886,  the  Angel  of  Death  summoned 
to  a  well  merited  reward  oar  mueh-loved  Sister  Mary 
Vincent,  in  the  forty-third  year  of  her  age  and  ninteenth 
of  her  religious  life. 

Her  family  name  was  Julia  Stafi'ord,  born  at  Lanark, 
Ont.,  of  highly  respectable  parents  who  cultivated  their 
own  farm  and  brought  up  their  children  in  the  pure  prin- 
ciples of  our  holy  religion.  Three  members  of  this  favor- 
ed family  consecrated  their  lives  to  the  Divine  service: 
Rev.  Father  Michael  Stafford,  who  was  Parish  Priest  of 
Lindsay  at  his  death  in  1882,  and  Sisters  Mary  Vincent 
and  Elizabeth,  both  exemplary  members  of  this  Institute. 

The  entrance  of  this  excellent  and  pious  young  candi- 
date in  Jan.  1868,  was  a  subject  of  universal  joy  and  grat- 
itude in  the  Community  which  at  this  i:)eriod  of  its  exist- 
ence sorely  needed  generous  and  intelligent  laborers. 

For  several  years  Sister  Mary  Vincent  labored  z;eal- 
ously  in  the  service  of  the  poor.  As  a  young  sister  she 
was  employed  in  the  care  of  the  orphans;  she  discharged 
every  duty  towards  Christ's  little  ones  with  special  tender- 
ness and  her  relations  towards  them  were  marked  with  a 
genial  warmth.  It  was  as  Almoner  of  the  Poor  that  she 
was  best  known,  and  among  the  ignorant  and  the  wayward 
she  toiled  unceasingly  and  effected  much  good. 

To  the  destitute  and  suffering  she  was  as  a  ministering 
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Angel.  In  the  prison,  the  jail,  the  hospital,  the  cellar,  the 
garret,  wherever  there  was  sorrow  to  be  assuaged  or  misery 
to  be  relieved,  hers  was  a  familiar  form,  and  of  her  it  is 
told,  that  when  unable  to  do  all  her  great  heart  desired,  she 
would  weep  over  the  miseries  she  was  powerless  to  relieve. 

She  excelled  in  imparting  religious  instruction  and  it 
was  her  greatest  happiness  to  prepare  children  for  First 
Communion,  or  bring  to  the  sacraments  grown  up  persons 
whose  early  religious  education  had  been  neglected  or 
who  had  wandered  from  their  religious  duties.  The  even- 
ing class  for  the  instruction  of  adults,  customary  from  the 
establishment  of  the  Community,  was  conducted  with 
singular  zeal  during  her  long  term  in  the  office  of  "Visit- 
ing Sister."  In  the  early  springtide  each  year  a  number 
of  these  poor  fellows  would  be  prepared  for  Confirmation 
and  presented  to  His  Lordship.  So  rejoiced  was  our 
honored  Prelate  over  the  great  good  effected  in  this  way 
that  he  highly  commended  the  zealous  labors  of  our  hum- 
ble sister.  To  protect  them  against  the  vice  of  intemper- 
ance to  which  sailors  are  inevitably  exposed,  she  would 
persuade  them  to  take  the  "Pledge"  before  setting  off  on 
their  perilous  undertaking,  and  intense  was  her  joy  when 
assured  of  their  perseverance  in  this  sacred  promise.  In 
a  work  so  noble  and  soul-saving,  our  loved  sister  strongly 
resembled  her  Rev.  Brother  who  was  deservedly  styled  the 
"Apostle  of  Temperance  in  Canada." 

Summing  up  all  the  evidences  of  a  life  wholly  devoted 
to  serving,  rescuing,  elevating  and  consoling  the  destitute 
and  fallen  children  of  God,  it  must  be  confessed  that  she 
certainly  imitated  her  great  patron,  Saint  Vincent  de  Paul. 
She  was  naturally  inclined  to  piety,  had  a  strong  spirit 
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of  faith  which  animated  all  her  actions  and  by  her  fervor 
and  earnestness  of  purpose,  this  great  soul  drew  many  in- 
to the  true  Church. 

Her  valuable  services  as  Pharmacist  at  the  Mother  house 
has  merited  the  grateful  remembrance  of  her  Community. 
Possessing  much  medical  skill,  both  natural  and  acquired, 
she  used  it  with  that  kindness  of  manner  which  was  more 
appreciated  by  the  patients  than  the  most  soothing  j)re- 
scriptions. 

For  some  time  previous  to  her  death,  she  yielded  to  the 
disease  that  finally  terminated  early  a  life  of  usefulness. 
She  would  gladly  have  lived  to  do  more  good,  but  with 
admirable  resignation,  with,  that  deep  and  tender  piety 
which  had  ever  distinguished  her,  she  tranquilly  prepared 
for  her  departure  to  the  land  of  the  blessed.  Her  suffer- 
ings were  great  and  must  have  cancelled  in  part  the  debt  of 
human  weakness,  for  though  it  is  a  great  grace  to  perse- 
vere to  the  end  in  religion  that  alone  does  not  sanctify  us; 
oftentimes  the  old  leaven  must  be  purged  out  by  trials  and 
afflictions,  and  happy  those  to  whom  such  are  sent,  and 
who  know  how  to  turn  them  to  their  soul's  profit. 

The  announcement  of  Sister  Mary  Vincent's  death  on 
the  morning  of  May  22,  evoked  a  burst  of  universal  sorrow, 
hundreds  of  people:  rich  and  poor,  widow  and  orphan, 
hastened  to  the  Convent  to  condole  with  the  bereaved  Com- 
munity and  take  a  last  look  at  one  whom  they  had  loved 
and  revered,  and  with  the  silent  ejaculations  of  "Rest 
eternal"  from  the  tearful  mourners  the  remains  of  our 
dear  Sister  were  conveyed  by  loving  hands  to  the  vault  in 
St.  Mary's  Cathedral.  ' 

While  affectionately  cherishing  the  memory  of  our  dear 
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departed  ones,  we  must  not  too  readily  believe  that  heaven 
is  won,  for  there  is  more  cruelty  than  kindness  in  such  an 
assurance;  but  let  us  ever  bear  in  mind  that  the  present  is 
the  reign  of  God's  mercy,  and  after  death  His  justice  gov- 
erns, and  as  a  pledge  of  our  loving  remembrance  let  us 
offer  up  our  supplications  that  if  any  stain  of  human 
frailty  hinder  their  admission  to  eternal  rest,  it  may 
speedily  be  forgiven. 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  AGNES, 

(  CATHERINE   McCUMMISKEY.  ) 

Catherine  McCammiskey  born  in  Kingston,  entered  the 
Novitiate  August  12,  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  She 
was  a  cousin  of  Mother  Mary  John,  and  like  her,  came 
early  to  serve  God  in  religion.  She  was  duly  admitted  to 
the  Holy  Habit,  and  made  Religious  Profession,  November 
25,  1875,  as  Sister  Mary  Agnes.  Soon  after  she  was  sent 
on  mission  and  was  employed  principally  in  teaching  for 
nearly  six  years,  when  failing  health  necessitated  a  change, 
but  she  continued  in  active  service  for  four  years  longer, 
or  until  one  short  month  of  her  death. 

Sister  Mary  Agnes  was  of  a  bright,  happy  and  amiable 
disposition,  very  kind  and  sympathetic  in  her  nature  and 
very  unselfish.  Young  and  full  of  hope,  she  had  no  de- 
sire to  die;  consumption  marked  her  as  its  victim;  the 
hacking  cough,  the  wasting  frame  and  other  unmistake- 
able  evidences  of  debility,  told  those  around  her  that  the 
thread  of  her  existence  was  being  rapidly  spun,  and  soon 
her  earthly  course  would  be  terminated,  but  she,  who  was 
most  concerned  seemed  utterly  unconscious  of  the  painful 
truth,  or  rather  put  it  aside  as  too  terrifying  to  contem- 
plate. For  two  years  she  passed  through  the  varying 
stages  of  the  disease;  steadily  the  work  of  decay  progress- 
ed, but  no  murmur,  no  complaint  escaped  her  lips,  no  in- 
dulgence or  dispensation  was  sought,  no  release  from  labor 
requested,   and  though   her  duties  were  light  they  never- 
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theless  required  application  and  she  generously  gave  it. 

Her  patience  was  admirable,  and  weakness,  so  far  from 
making  her  querulous,  rendered  her  more  thoughtful  of 
others  and  more  indulgent.  Nothing  could  pain  her  more 
than  a  reference  to  her  weakness  and  failing  health,  yet 
that  she  did  not  deceive  herself  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  she  permitted  her  supply  of  p3rsonal  effects  to  become 
fully  exhausted,  and  she  admitted  on  her  death-bed  that 
she  knew  she  would  never  need  to  replenish  them,  hence, 
her  mental  suffering  must  have  been  great,  for  she  thus 
deprived  herself  of  the  sympathy  and  kind  attention  which 
charity  and  affection  would  have  supplied. 

So  long  a  term  of  years  spent  on  the  mission  naturally 
endeared  its  associations  and  she  was  attached  to  the  sis- 
ters and  interests  of  the  place,  but  when  it  was  fully  ex- 
plained to  her  that  her  removal  to  the  Mother  House  was 
desirable,  she  quietly  and  cheerfully  acquiesc3din  the  de- 
cision of  her  Superior  and  without  a  murmur  took  her 
leave.  'Tis  true  she  buoyed  herself  up  with  the  hope  of 
recovery;  but  when  by  degrees  the  truth  forced  itself  upon 
her  she  sweetly  resigned  herself  to  God's  will,  an  evidence 
that  throughout  the  weary  struggle  of  declining  strength, 
she  was  gradually    schooling  herself  to  accept  the  worst. 

She  made  the  annual  retreat  and  was  able  to  attend  all 
the  exercises.  Fully  conscious  that  her  life  at  best  would 
be  short  and  with  evidence  of  death's  approach  present  to 
her,  it  need  not  be  questioned  that  she  made  her  retreat 
with  a  sincerity  that  holds  one  in  awe.  She  said  on  her 
death-bed  that  having  made  a  good  retreat  and  settled  her 
affairs,  there  was  not  a  shadow  troubling  her  peace  of 
mind.     Within  a  month  after  she  laid  aside  her  duties  she 
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had  calmly  resigned  her  pure  young  soul  to  its  Creator. 
Her  life  was  short,  she  died  October  30,  1886,  in  the 
thirtj^-first  year  of  her  age  and  the  fourteenth  of  her  reli- 
gious life.  Every  consolation  of  religion  was  afforded  her 
during  the  brief  period  of  her  mortal  illness  and  in  the 
solemn  pomp  of  the  holy  Requiems  of  All  Souls'  Day  she 
was  laid  in  the  cemetery  to  await  the  trumpet  of  the  Resur- 
rection Bay.  If  it  is  sweet  to  live  in  religion,  'tis  still 
more  consoling  to  die  within  its  protecting  shelter.  There 
is  no  worldly  pomp  to  mock  the  poor  tenement  of  clay;  no 
loud  unmeaning  wail  of  grief,  no  hollow  tribute  of  praise, 
but  fraternal  charity  draws  to  the  bier  our  co-laborers  who 
survive  us;  who  with  holy  envy  rejoice  that  we  have  reach- 
ed the  goal  and  while  consoled  by  the  memory  of  the  good 
we  may  have  done,  they  cease  not  to  offer  suffrages  in  our 
behalf,  and  to  substitute  for  the  panegyrics  with  which 
the  world  pays  tribute  to  its  dead  the  low  plaint  of  the 
Deprofundis  and  the  supplicating  tones  of  the  Miserere. 
"Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  the 
Saints,"  and  worthy  of  every  sacrifice  is  the  privilege  of 
dying  in  the  grace  of  holy  perseverance;  of  going  before 
God  with  our  vows  fulfilled.  May  this  grace  be  given  to 
us  all  as  we  murmur  in  behalf  of  Sister  Mary  Agnes  and 
the  other  deceased  members  of  our  Institute! 

Requiescant  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  CATHERINE, 

(MARY   DOYLE.) 

It  was  the  will  of  God  to  visit  our  Commnnity  with  a 
heavy  trial  on  January  29,  1887,  by  calling  to  join  the 
ranks  of  the  blessed,  a  fervent  and  zealous  member,  in  the 
person  of  Sister  Mary  Catherine.     Fiat  Voluntas  Dei  !  !  ! 

Mary  Doyle,  born  in  Ireland,  emigrated  to  America 
while  still  young  and  located  with  other  members  of  her 
family  in  Massachusetts.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  she 
offered  herself  as  a  candidate  for  the  life  of  a  Sister  of 
Charity  and  entered  amongst  us  July,  1877.  She  faith- 
fully corresponded  to  the  special  graces  afforded  her  in 
the  sequestered  sanctuary  of  religion.  Nothing  extraor- 
dinary cam3  into  her  experience,  as  sometimes  happens  in 
lives  consecrated  to  God,  she  ever  respected  the  motto 
of  "Performing  uncommonly  well  the  common  duties  of 
every  day,"  and  by  her  fervor,  charity  and  patience  she 
gave  great  edification  to  her  religious  companions.  She 
loved  and  served  the  sick  with  utmost  tenderness  and  de- 
votion, besides  she  had  a  special  interest  in  the  orphans 
and  the  most  of  her  time  in  religion  was  spent  in  caring 
for  Christ's  little  ones.  It  was  solely  with  a  view  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  these  neglected  children,  so  dear  to 
the  Heart  of  Jesus,  that  our  loved  young  Sister  voluntarily 
engaged  in  a  questing  mission  in  the  far  West.  However, 
the  fireside  picture  of  the  adventures  and  heroisms  of 
soliciting  alms  in  a  foreign  land,  lost  much  of  its  brilliancy 
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when  the  reality  was  met  face  to  face.  Unexpected  and 
countless  difficulties  beset  our  zealous  workers  and  forced 
them  to  abandon  the  worthy  project  and  return  home. 

Very  soon  her  health  began  visibly  to  decline,  and  the 
gradual  progress  of  that  fatal  disease  to  which  she  was 
predisposed  could  not  long  be  arrested  by  the  tender  care 
and  watchfulness  of  Superiors  and  Sisters,  who  would  fain 
have  purchased  her  restoration  to  health  at  any  cost.  The 
prospect  of  her  approaching  end  did  not  alarm  her,  but 
God  to  whom  she  had  consecrated  her  young  life,  accepted 
the  ardent  desires  of  her  pure  heart  and  called  His  faith- 
ful spouse  to  His  celestial  banquet  on  January  29,  1887. 
Thus  ended  the  earthly  career  of  an  earnest  and  pious 
young  religious  whose  life  not  only  merited,  but  manifest- 
ed to  her  Co-laborers,  her  worthiness  to  all  that  is  contain- 
ed in  the  Divine  promise:  "Be  thou  faithful  unto  death 
and  I  will  give  to  thee  the  Crown  of  Life." 

Eequiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  ALOYSIUS, 

(  MARY   ANN   SWIFT.  ) 

On  this  day  we  commemorate  the  death  of  our  beloved 
and  much  lamented  Sister  Mary  Aloysias,  who  departed 
this  life  September,  20,  1888,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
three  years  and  in  the  seventeenth  of  her  Religious  life. 

Mary  Ann  Swift  was  admitted  to  the  Novitiate  before 
she  had  attained  her  sixteenth  year,  on  the  feast  of 
St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  and  well  and  faithfully  did  she 
devote  herself,  from  the  beginning,  to  the  duties  of  her 
high  and  holy  calling. 

Her  tender  age  preserved  her  from  any  knowledge  of 
the  world  and  its  vanities,  and  her  vocation  was  so  strong- 
ly marked  that  Superiors  did  not  hesitate  as  time  passed 
to  admit  her  to  the  Holy  Habit,  and  at  the  term  of  pro- 
bation to  her  Religious  Profession,  the  obligations  of 
which  she  sacredlj^  observed  to  the  end.  She  assumed  the 
name  of  the  angelic  Saint  Aloysius  and  labored  faithfully 
to  imitate  his  virtues. 

Of  an  amiable  disposition,  naturally  bright  and  cheer- 
ful, she  made  herself  all  to  all.  Her  happy  smile  brought 
sunshine  wherever  it  beamed  and  her  influence,  even 
with  those,  many  years  her  senior,  was  remarkable. 

Though  childlike  in  manner  she  was  discreet  to  a  sur- 
prising degree,  and  the  confidence  given  her  was  sacredly 
kept.  She  was  remarkable  for  her  faithful  observance  of 
Rule,  and  though  blessed  with  a  very  sweet  temper,  those 
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of   intimate    acquaintance    knew  that  she  conquered   by 
grace  in  many  a  struggle  against  nature. 

She  was  not  robust,  nor  of  vigorous  constitution,  still 
she  labored  generously  in  the  service  of  the  poor,  whom 
she  tenderly  loved,  and  as  opportunities  were  given  her 
she  imi^roved  in  the  tiner  works,  adapted  to  her  strength. 

She  was  ready  with  the  pen,  and  skilful  with  the  needle. 
Her  refined  taste  enabling  her  to  turn  her  industry  to 
profit  in  fine  embroideries,  in  the  decoration  of  the  altars 
and  in  the  numberless  details  of  exquisite  workmanship 
which  women's  fingers  can  execute  especially  when  the 
spirit  of  God  inspires  the  patient  laborer. 

She  was  skilful  too  in  the  duties  of  th?  Pharmacy 
while  her  kind  and  winning  ways  made  her  ever  a  welcome 
visitor  in  the  sick  room.  In  fact  it  is  safe  to  say  that  it  was 
never  known  that  Sister  Mary  Aloysius  was  too  crowded 
with  work  to  attend  to  any  demand  on  her  time  and  kind- 
ness. No  one  was  repulsed  by  her,  and  any  student  of 
human  nature  knows  that  there  is  no  one  who  does  not 
feel  at  times  irritation  of  temper,  but  with  her  it  was  ever 
kept  in  control. 

The  Community  knew  Ihey  would  not  long  possess  the 
treasure  of  this  amiable  subject.  From  early  years  she 
gave  evidence  of  a  weak  constitution,  an  inclination  to 
consumption  and  this  was  increased  by  weakness  in  the 
digestive  organs.  Every  care  was  taken  to  employ  her  in 
duties  compatible  with  her  strength.  She  filled  for  five 
years  the  resi^onsible  office  of  Mistress  of  Novices  together 
with  that  of  General  Secretary  and  in  this  latter  her  work 
remains  as  a  model  to  those  who  will  succeed  her. 

She  was  sent  as  Superior  of  the  Mission  at  Holyoke,  and 
for  a  term  of  eleven  months  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
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office  in  a  most  acceptable  manner  endearing  herself  to 
her  sisters  by  her  gentle  but  firm  government,  and  edify- 
ing all,  by  her  religious  virtues. 

The  General  Elections  held  in  1884,  was  the  occasion  of 
her  return  to  the  Mother  House,  when  she  was  elected 
second  Assistant  and  Secretary.  At  this  time  there  was  a 
marked  decline  in  her  health  and  no  care  or  vigilance  on 
the  part  of  the  Community  could  stay  the  progress  of  the 
fatal  disease,  slowly  but  surely  she  wasted  before  them. 

She  was  fully  conscious  of  her  failing  health,  and  by 
her  cheerful  resignation  she  seemed  to  welcome  the  hour 
of  release  from  life's  burdens.  The  same  sweetness  of 
temper,  the  same  devotion  to  duty,  the  same  thoughtful- 
ness  to  others,  the  same  i3eace-loving  spirit  animated  her 
to  the  end.  During  the  years  that  she  held  the  office  of 
second  Assistant  and  Secretary  she  was  a  great  comfort  to 
the  Superior. 

When  the  duty  of  governing  the  House  devolved  upon 
her  in  the  temporary  absence  of  the  Superior  General  and 
the  first  Assistant,  she  dealt  with  the  Sisters  in  her  usual 
harmonious  manner,  sweetly  enforcing  regular  observance 
and  accommodating  herself  to  the  dispositions  of  all. 

She  had  wonderful  discretion  and  tact  for  one  of  her 
years,  but  it  was  the  spirit  of  religion  which  enabled  her 
to  discharge  so  well,  every  duty  of  her  holy  calling. 

Her  health  began  to  decline  very  visibly  in  the  spring 
of  1888,  and  none  could  be  blind  to  the  fact  that  her  days 
were  numbered.  Her  sufferings  were  great  but  borne  un- 
complainingly. She.  who  was  the  very  spirit  of  gayety, 
was  not  cast  down  by  the  thought  of  death.  Hers  had  al- 
ways been  a  joyous  heart,  and  in  her  heavenly  Country 
there  would  be  the  perfection  of  happiness. 

One  wish  to  live  and  that  an  unselfish  one,  was  sacrificed 


36  NECROLOGY   OF 

to  the  Divine  Will.  It  would  have  been  a  comfort  to 
have  closed  in  death,  the  eyes  of  her  only  surviving  parent, 
her  aged  and  saintly  father,  but  such  was  not  to  be,  and 
she  submitted  with  the  same  childlike  loving  sweetness 
that  made  her  resemble  from  the  first  her  angelic  patron 
Saint  Aloysius. 

Our  beloved  Sister  rests  in  St.  Mary's  Cemetery.  There 
her  mortal  remains  await  the  Resurrection  call,  but  we 
know  her  spirit  pleads  for  the  welfare  of  her  beloved  Com- 
munity and  she  continues  to  favor  its  prosperity,  for  her 
power  with  her  Divine  Spouse  must  be  great.  Blessings 
attended  her  even  here,  and  can  we  doubt  that  her  in- 
tercession will  be  less  powerful  now  that  she  is  admitted 
to  the  courts  of  the  just,  for  of  that  beatitude  her  pure 
angelic  life  is  a  positive  pledge. 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  FLORA  McINNIS. 


For  the  first  time  since  the  Foundation  of  our  Institute 
have  we  to  chronicle  the  death  of  a  postulant,  and  the  un- 
expected and  sad  event  on  April  26,  1889  closed  forever 
an  existence,  dear  to  many  hearts,  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Flora  Mclnnis,  who  entered  the  Novitiate  Sep.  21,  1888. 

Born  in  England,  June  30,  1863,  she  at  an  earl}^  age 
lost  her  devoted  parents,  but  Providence  inspired  an  uncle 
who  was  comfortably  circumstanced  to  adopt  his  orphan 
niece.  Through  his  influence  and  liberality  her  training 
and  education  were  entrusted  to  the  Sisters  of  Charity  in 
Belgium.  Profiting  by  this  singular  advantage,  she  early 
completed  her  education  and  returned  to  Liverpool  where 
she  accei)ted  a  position  as  teacher  in  the  "Catholic  Pro- 
tection Society."  Fully  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  piety, 
added  to  gentleness  and  refinement  of  manners,  she  exer- 
cised a  most  salutary  influence  over  her  pupils. 

The  problem  of  life  pressed  sternly  on  her  young  heart: 
What  does  God  demand  of  me?  She  ever  regarded 
religious  with  much  respect  and  affection  and  ardently 
desired  to  be  associated  with  them.  Being  an  expert  in 
penmanship  she  was  engaged  as  Secretary  by  the  Society 
on  a  voyage  to  Canada  in  the  spring  of  1888,  which  afford- 
ed her  the  privilege  of  mingling  closely  with  the  Sisters 
of  our  Community  and  happily  terminated  in  a  petition 
for  admission  to  the  Novitiate.     Gifted  with  a  magnificent 
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Toice,  sweet,  powerful  and  well  cultivatecL  she  esteemed  it 
a  glorious  privilege  to  use  this  rare  talent  in  chanting  the 
sacred  melodies.  She  faithfully  observed  every  regulation 
and  lent  a  cheerful  hand  in  soothing  the  sorrowing  and 
distressed.  But,  alas!  this  precious  life,  so  heroically 
dedicated  to  the  divine  service,  was  doomed  to  an  early 
termination,  and  it  may  be  believed  that  this  one  great 
sacrifice  brought  that  degree  of  sanctity  God  required  be- 
fore calling  her  to  everlasting  rest. 

Our  dear  postulant,  having  contracted  a  slight  cold,  that 
aggravated  the  severe  headaches  from  which  she  frequent- 
ly suffered,  was  placed  under  the  care  of  our  kind  and 
experienced  infirmarian.  Sister  Mary  of  the  Cross,  mean- 
while, the  most  sanguine  hopes  were  entertained  that  a  few 
days'  rest  and  nursing  would  restore  her  to  perfect  health. 
Surely,  God's  ways  are  not  our  ways!  In  less  than  a 
week,  one  night  during  the  prayer,  a  sudden  attack  of 
violent  pain  prostrated  her.  The  infirmarian  becoming 
alarmed,  hastily  summoned  the  Superior  but  before  the 
arrival  of  the  confessor  or  physician  the  soul  of  the  sweet 
child  w^as  with  God.  Although  her  death  was  sudden  it 
was  not  unprovided,  but  precious  in  the  sight  of  God. 
Can  we  doubt  that  our  Blessed  Lady  and  St.  Joseph  bore 
her  pure  spirit  to  the  throne  of  the  Eternal  to  join  her 
melodious  voice  to  the  Heavenly  Hosts  who  incessantly 
sing  "Gloria  in  excelsis  Deo." 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  PATRICK, 

(ALICE  O'HALLORAN.) 

Alice  O'Halloran  called  in  religion,  Sister  Mary  Patrick, 
was  born  in  Gal  way,  Ireland,  of  pious  and  worthy  Catholic 
parents  who  settled  in  Holyoke,  Mass.  about  the  year  1874. 
Feeling  a  strong  attraction  for  the  religious  life  she  enter- 
ed the  Providence  Novitiate,  November  30,  1880,  being 
then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Young,  full  of  hope,  and  of  a  most  refined  character  she 
devoted  herself  generously  to  the  works  of  charity;  but 
it  was  particularly  among  the  orphans  that  her  spirit  of 
zeal  and  self-sacrifice  was  most  conspicuous. 

In  February,  1882,  she  was  admitted  to  the  Holy  Habit, 
shortly  after  which  she  was  sent  to  the  mission  of  Holyoke, 
where  she  remained  some  months.  Even  at  this  early 
period  of  her  religious  career  ill-health  was  fast  developing 
itself,  swollen  knees  and  other  ailments  confined  her  to 
the  Infirmary  for  many  weeks.  However,  Sister's  con- 
dition did  not  interfere  with  her  perseverance  in  her  holy 
vocation,  and  our  ardent  novice  was  brought  to  a  full 
realization  of  her  desires  on  October  30,  1883,  by  being 
permitted  to  make  her  Religious  Profession.  Soon  after 
the  expiration  of  her  Novitiate,  Sister  Mary  Patrick  re- 
turned to  her  missionary  labors  at  Mount  St.  Vincent, 
Holyoke,  and  it  was  from  this  time  until  her  death  which 
occurred  December  30,  1890,  that  she  distinguished  her- 
self in  the  faithful  discharge  of  every  duty   of  charity. 
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She  was  in  charge  of  the  Orphan  Boys,  and  had  won- 
derful control,  for  they  loved  and  respected  her.  Their 
little  wants  had  her  kindest  attention.  Animated  by  faith 
in  the  servicer  she  rendered  them,  she  Was  as  respectful 
and  polite  in  treating  with  them  as  though  they  were  of 
mature  years  and  royal  blood. 

It  was  surprising,  even  amusing  to  an  observer,  to  no- 
tice the  attention  she  bestowed  upon  the  youngest  and 
rudest,  the  politeness  in  speech  and  bearing;  nor  was  this 
without  its  effect  upon  her  little  flock. 

It  was  even  thought  that  she  gave  herself  too  closely  to 
her  charge  considering  her  delicate  health,  for  her  solici- 
tude followed  those  thoughtless  children,  even  when  re- 
lieved of  duty.  Their  morals,  their  habits,  were  her  con- 
stant care.  Nor  could  it  be  said  that  Sister  Mary  Patrick 
had  aptitude  for  that  charge  alone.  When  employed  in 
teaching,  and  the  care  of  the  Chapel  she  brought  the  same 
painstaking  efforts. 

She  was  eager  to  make  herself  capable  of  imparting 
knowledge  to  her  pupils,  while  her  piety  found  active  ex- 
pression in  the  beautiful  care  she  gave  the  Chapel.  Our 
Lady's  shrine  was  never  more  lavishly  decked  with  sweet 
May  flowers  than  during  the  season  our  dear  Sister  had 
it  in  charge,  and  the  Director  of  the  retreat  that  year 
remarked  more  than  once,  that  he  was  greatly  edifled  by 
the  piety  which  the  Sister  Sacristan  displayed  in  her  care 
and  arrangement  of  the  altar. 

It  was  evident  to  all  that  Sister  Mary  Patrick  would 
not  live  long  and  her  Superiors  could  not  fail  to  admire 
the  cheerfulness  with  which  she  discharged  her  duties, 
under  sufferings  which  would  have  caused  others  to  relin- 
quish every  charge.    Her  last  illness  was  short;  one  month 
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previous  to  her  death  she  was  taken  down  with  an  attack 
of  Gastritis;  but  she  had  uo  thought  of  any  serious  conse- 
quences resulting  therefrom.  She  hoped  to  return  to  her 
charge,  and  indeed  the  Pliysician  found  her  improving  so 
steadily  that  he  hekl  out  hope  of  her  being  in  her  usual 
health  very  soon.  Her  sickness  however  took  a  fatal 
turn,  and  it  was  thought  well  to  have  the  last  Sacraments 
administered.  Accordingly  the  Confessor  came,  and  by 
a  special  favor  of  Heaven  the  disturbance  of  her  stomach 
was  arrested,  so  that  she  was  able  to  receive  the  holy 
Viaticum,  and  not  for  some  days  after  could  it,  at 
any  hour  be  given  her. 

Suffering  greater  than  hers  could  not  be  endured;  for 
five  days  and  nights  she  vomited  incessantly,  but  exhaust- 
ed nature  withdrew  from  the  struggle  some  thirty-six 
hours  before  death,  so  that  she  had  comparative  ease. 
Her  patience  during  those  days  and  nights  of  suffering 
never  deserted  her,  she  was  conscious  until  the  last  breath, 
her  piety  was  edifying  in  th^  extreme;  her  beautiful  ejac- 
ulatory  i)rayers,  ever  on  her  lips  gave  evidence  of  her  close 
union  with  God:  "O  Lord  increase  my  faith!"  was  her 
constant  petition  and  her  last  effort  was  to  make  the  sign 
of  the  cross. 

Almost  continuously  for  twenty-four  hours  preceding 
her  death  the  Sisters  surrounded  her  bed-side  and  offered 
up  fervent  petitions  in  her  behalf.  It  needed  no  urging 
to  sustain  a  constant  chorus  of  prayers,  they  loved  her,  and 
with  unfeigned  sorrow,  saw  her  end  approaching  while  she 
was  yet  in  the  si3ring-time  of  her  life.  Those  who  had  the 
privilege  of  attending  that  death-bed  know  by  actual  ob- 
servation, the  happiness  and  security  of  having  lived  up  to 
one*s  religious  obligations  and  the  holy  memory  of  Sister 
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Mary  Patrick's  dying  hours  must  have  an  influence  for 
good,  on  all  who  saw  her  expire.  Surely  our  Blessed  Lady, 
as  our  dear  Sister  loved  to  call  her,  must  have  welcomed 
this  pure  spirit  to  realms  of  peace,  and  presented  her  to 
the  Spouse  of  chaste  souls,  for  amid  her  many  natural 
and  acquired  virtues  it  were  hard  to  say  which  predom- 
inated: Charity  to  the  poor,  devotion  to  Mary,  love  of 
holy  purity,  devotion  to  her  religious  vocation.  All  these 
shone  conspicuously  in  her  character  and  though  she  was 
naturally  proud  and  sensitive  to  a  degree  known  only  by 
her  Superiors,  she  was  remarkable  for  her  spirit  of  charity 
and  gentleness.  Few  they  were  indeed  whose  feelings  had 
ever  been  hurt  by  our  dear  Sister  Mary  Patrick. 

She  was  interred  in  St.  Jerome's  Cemetery  at  Holyoke, 
and  the  Clergy  who  were  notified  of  her  death  came  to 
the  Requiem  Mass  to  bear  witness  to  their  respect  for  the 
Religious  who  had  laid  down  her  young  life  for  the  poor 
and  suffering. 

Her  death  and  the  consolations  attending  it  were  an- 
other proof  that  t  hcse  ■v^ho  leave  all  for  Christ  are  abun- 
dantly rewarded  even  in  this  world  with  the  assurance  of 
eternal  joy  hereafter. 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  ALPHONSUS, 

(MARGARET   RYAN.) 

We  commemorate  to-day  the  death  of  our  beloved  Sister 
Mary  Alphonsus,  who  departed  this  life  Sept.  5,  1891, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years,  and  the  ninth  of  her  religi- 
ous life. 

Margaret  Ryan,  born  at  Cote  St.  Louis,  Montreal,  ot 
highly  respectable  parents,  was  admitted  to  the  Novitiate 
December  28,  1882. 

Naturally  of  a  kind,  upright,  and  cheerful  dispostion  she 
set  to  work  .with  ardor  to  learn  the  duties  of  her  holy  call- 
ing, and  to  her  great  delight  and  satisfaction  received  the 
Holy  Habit  on  the  Feast  of  the  Presentation  1883,  and 
after  the  usual  probation  she  was  allowed  by  the  Commu- 
nity to  pronounce  her  religious  vows,  February  2.  1885. 

Sister  Mary  Alphonsus  was  remarkable  for  her  faithful 
observance  of  Rule,  and  to  incite  to  its  practice  com- 
panions less  favored  than  herself,  she  was  frequently  heard 
to  say.  "If  we  are  faithful  in  small  things  we  shall  be 
faithful  in  that  which  is  greater." 

She  was  blessed  with  extraordinary  judgment  and 
great  prudence,  which  qualifications  aided  admirably  in 
the  fulfilment  of  her  charitable  labors  outside  her  convent, 
rendering  herself  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  confidence 
the  Community  reposed  in  so  faithful  a  subject.  In  a 
word,  her  future  seemed  marked  and  promising. 

During  the  brief  epoch  that  recalls  her  religious  life, 
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a  more  than  ordiiiar}^  share  of  collecting  fell  to  ker  lot, 
and  those  who  accompanied  her  on  these  laborious  mis- 
sions, bear  testimony  to  the  perfect  religious  spirit  which 
she  always  manifested,  edifying  all  with  whom  she  came 
in  contact,  by  her  cheerful  manner  and  interesting  con- 
versation. 

Sister  likewise,  passed  through  the  more  laborious  offices 
in  the  Community,  particularly  that  of  "Cellarist"  where 
the  j)fttience  of  the  most  enduring  is  tested,  still,  she  ever 
preserved  her  usual  gravity  aud  often  an  unpleasant  scene 
was  evaded  by  a  good  humored  exjpression  or  jocose  re- 
mark. She  labored  zealously  in  the  Orphan  Boys'  De- 
partment; but  with  best  efforts  failed  to  succeed  in  the 
work  and  while  her  simplicity  acknowledged  the  w^ant  of 
aptitude  her  humility  x^r^vented  discouragement. 

Sister  Mary  Alphonsus  was  active  and  robust  until  two 
years  previous  to  her  death.  During  the  winter  of  1889, 
she  was  taken  ill  and  suffered  much  from  a  persistent 
cold  called  '^La  Grippe."  Gradually  failing  health  be- 
came visible  and  she  herself  apprehended  the  dread  disease 
consumption,  and  closely  observed  its  first  advances. 

Unwilling  to  give  up  to  weakness  and  lassitude  she  ear- 
nestly sought  employment,  and  in  compliance  to  this  wish 
she  was  named  infirmarian,  which  office  she  held  until  a 
few  weeks  before  her  death.  On  Sunday,  August  30,  it 
became  quite  evident  to  all  that  the  hour  of  se^jaration 
was  not  far  distant.  The  Confessor,  Rev.  Father  Spratt, 
w^as  summoned;  but  owing  to  his  residence  outside  the 
City  he  did  not  reach  her  before  Tuesday,  when  the  holy 
Viaticum  and  Extreme  Unction   were  administered. 

Having  devoutly  pronounced  her  vows;  made  her  act  of 
profession  of  faith,  and  asked  pardon  of  her  Sisters,  feelings 
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of  p'c^rf'>3ct  liappiu?ss  and  sacarit.y  sitvinsd  to  take  possss- 
sioii  of  Ikt  soul.  A  great  work  was  now  over,  bat  none  too 
soon,  for  tli3  following  Saturday  at  3  a.  m.  death  came 
suddenly  to  our  beloved  Sis'er.  Opening  her  dying  eyes 
upon  those  kneeling  round  her  bedside,  she  earnestly  said: 
•'Can  this  be  death?"  and  with  a  look  full  ot»  love  as  if  to 
bless  and  say  a  last  "Adieu"  one  feeble  sigh  was  heard 
and  life  was  gone,  the  spirit  disenthralled  had  sp>d  on 
wings  of  love  to  the  bosom  of  its  God. 

Her  funeral  obsequies  were  conducted  in  the  usual  man- 
ner and  the  remains  of  our  young  and  much-loved  Sister 
were  reverently  laid  to  rest  in  the  Convent  burial  place 
at  St.  Mary's  Cemetery. 

The  name  of  Sister  Mary  Alphonsus,  is  always  mention- 
ed with  the  affection  due  to  one,  who  lived  for  God  alone 
and  served  Him  to  the  best  of  her  ability.  She  devoted 
nine  years  to  the  service  of  Christ's  poor  in  the  Commuiu- 
ty,  where  her  memory  is  so  lovingly  cherished,  and  the 
touching  examples  of  her  fervor,  charity  and  self-sacrifice, 
will  long  be  recounted  as  a  service  of  edification  and  en- 
couragement. Ah!  may  we  never  prove  ourselves  unwor- 
th}'  of  companionship  with  this  dear  and  generous  soul. 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  M.  OF  Mt.  CARMEL,  Gen.  Asst. 

(  ELLEN    BYRNE.  ) 

This  page  of  our  Necrologies  perpetuates  the  memor}^ 
of  a  religious,  whose  name  is  intimately  united  to  the 
history  of  our  Institute. 

In  recalling  today  this  cherished  name,  Sister  Mary  of 
Mount  Carmel,  our  hearts  breathe  forth  feelings  of  regret 
equally  painful  as  on  the  day,  sadly  memorable  for  us 
all,  when  we  had  the  sorrow  of  closing  the  tomb  on  her 
much  loved  remains. 

This  ever  lamented  Sister  in  her  long  and  difficult  re- 
ligious career  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  pillars  of  the 
Institute,  having  always  taken  an  active  part  in  its  more 
important  and  disciplinary  regulations.  We  cannot, 
therefore,  content  ourselves  with  an  ordinary  obituary 
notice.  No,  she  who,  by  her  virtues  and  goodness  has  ac- 
quired a  claim  to  our  respect,  love  and  recognition,  merits 
on  our  part  a  more  distinguished,  eloquent  and  lasting 
testimony  of  our  inviolable  attachment  and  filial  love. 

This  too  brief  record  is  then,  the  respectful  homage  of 
our  esteem  and  love  for  this  virtuous  Sister,  whose  mem- 
ory we  wish  to  preserve  among  the  present  and  future 
members  of  this  Institute  which  she  loved  so  much  and 
served  with  so  much  generosity,  devotion  and  fidelity. 
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1. 
YOUTH  AND  NOVITIATE. 

Sister  Mary  of  Moant  Carmel.  known  as  Ellen  Byrne, 
was  born  in  Halifax,  •  February  12,  1846,  of  James  Byrne 
and  Ann  O'Reilly.  Her  virtuous  parents  brought  her  up 
most  carefully,  she  grew  in  the  fear  of  God  under  the  pa- 
ternal roof,  and  the  example  of  virtue  that  she  imbibed  in 
the  midst  of  her  respectable  family,  impressed  on  her  soul 
a  taste  for  the  things  of  God  that  raised  her  above  the 
things  of  earth. 

Following  the  example  of  her  two  elder  Sisters,  at  this 
time  members  of  our  Community  and  known  as  Sisters 
Mary  of  the  Sacred  Heart  and  Mary  Francis  Xavier,  she 
abandoned  the  world  to  follow  the  Divine  Master. 

The  doors  of  the  Providence  were  gladly  opened  at  the 
knock  of  the  young  aspirant,  May  14,  1867,  and  her  Supe- 
riors were  not  long  in  recognizing  the  high  destinies  of 
their  little  charge.  The  beautiful  disxDositions,  the  une- 
quivocal marks  of  vocation  that  they  observed  in  her, 
caused  them  to  admit  with  joy,  this  promising  young  pos- 
tulant to  the  Holy  Habit,  November  19,  the  same  year. 

Her  piety  api^eared  to  take  a  new  flight  and  the  fervent 
Novice  was  a  constant  subject  of  edification  to  the  entire 
Novitiate,  in  the  progressive  exercise  of  all  the  virtues 
IDroper  to  her  state:  docility,  charity,  modesty,  and  piety. 

At  last  the  day  shone  forth  for  which  she  had  longed 
all  her  life,  this  was  August  27,  1869,  when  she  bade  fare- 
well to  the  world  to  become  the  Spouse  of  Jesus  Christ, 
under  the  name  of  Sister  Mary  of  Mount  Carmel. 
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11. 
ASSISTANT  AT  HOLYOKE  MISSION, 

After  four  years  of  Religious  Profession  passed  piously 
and  actively,  in  the  service  of  tlia  poor  and  sick  at  the 
Mother  House,  our  dear  Sister  whose  solid  virtues  and 
business  capabilities  were  unanimously  recognized,  was 
chosen  Assistant  for  the  new  mission  at  Holyoke,  Mass. 

To  every  duty  she  devoted  herself  with  great  assiduity, 
never  allowing  the  delicacy  of  her  constitution  to  serve  as 
an  exemption  from  difficult  labors.  During  her  stay  at 
this  mission  she  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the  Local 
Superior  in  every  detail.  Always  on  foot,  exercising  a 
vigilance  that  in  time  became  ijroverbial  and  which  made 
people  maliciously  say,  that  everything  struck  her  little 
eye.  Regardless  of  her  scrutiny,  she  received  in  a  thou- 
sand ways,  the  most  sincere  evidences  of  religious  respect 
and  contidence  from  all  with  whom  she  lived. 

111. 

GENERAL   TREASURER. 

Being  a  member  of  the  General  Chapter,  which  had 
been  convoked  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  General  Elec- 
tion during  the  month  of  July,  1875,  our  little  missionary 
Assistant  was  called  to  Kingston  and  at  the  close  of  voting 
Sister  Mary  of  Mount  Carmel  found  herself  raised  to  the 
very  responsible  office  of  General  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
munity. This  imiDortant  employment  frightened  the  hu- 
mility of  our  dear  Sister,  who  was  naturally  of  a  modest 
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and  reticent  character,  while  the  business  of  her  office 
necessitated  intercourse  with  externs  to  a  certain  extent, 
she  accepted  it  tremblingly,  and  renewed  with  ardor,  in 
the  depth  of  her  soul,  the  entire  oblation  she  had  already 
made  of  her  wdiole  being  to  God. 

The  financial  p)rogress  of  the  Institute  soon  became  per- 
ceptible, and  how  could  it  b3  otherwise;  full  of  confidence 
in  God,  she  inclined  her  will  and  pat  herself  to  the  work 
with  all  the  devotion  that  distinguished  her  well-regu- 
lated life. 

During  her  term  of  General  Treasurer,  Sister  was  sent 
twice  to  the  mission  of  Holyoke,  to  supervise  the  erection 
of  new  additions  and  to  make  other  extraordinary  improve- 
ments. In  all  these  business  transactions  she  proceeded 
with  that  prudence  and  cautiousness  so  peculiarly  hers, 
and  to  which  may  be  attributed,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
favorable  issue  of  all  she  directed  or  undertook. 

Sister  Mary  of  Mount  Carmel  was  one  who  alw^ays 
shared  with  her  Superior  the  trials  it  had  pleased  the 
Almighty  hand  to  offer  her  Community  from  time  to  time, 
and  it  is  well  worth  noting  here,  that  she  accepted  in  a  truly 
religious  spirit  of  resignation  the  bitter  cup  of  affliction 
when  presented,  knowing  well,  that  the  cross  has  always 
been  the  portion  of  the  children  of  God,  and  the  powerful 
lever  which  sustains  and  animates  all  great  works.  Every 
Institution  grows  and  develops  itself  in  the  shadow  of  this 
sacred  wood.  These  green  trees  of  religion  could  they 
flourish,  could  they  shoot  forth  and  extend  their  numerous 
branches,  if  they  were  not  watered  and  nourished  by  the 
bitter  waters  of  tribulations? 
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lY. 

SUPERIOR   GENERAL. 

This  was  in  1881.  The  House  of  Providence  was  then 
twenty  years  in  existence  and  formed  already,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  a  considerable  family.  The  grain  of  mustard  seed 
planted  by  the  Venerable  and  Most  Illustrious  E.  J.  Horan, 
our  Founder  and  Guide,  had  providentially  and  marvel- 
ously  increased. 

This  year  the  General  Elections  took  place  in  the  month 
of  July  as  usual,  and  the  vote  of  the  members  of  the  Chap- 
ter called  to  this  post  of  honor  and  confidence,  one  who 
was  fully  conscious  of  the  grave  responsibility  of  govern- 
ing and  ruling  with  order  and  discipline,  the  subjects  of 
such  an  Institution,  and  it  was  evident  to  those  who 
made  the  choice,  that  they  were  placing  at  its  head,  a 
Superior,  who  to  all  the  virtues  which  form  the  true 
and  holy  religious,  joined  talents  and  qualities  that  make 
the  worthy  Superior.  Sister  Mary  of  Mount  Carmel  was 
the  only  one  that  the  choice  did  not  satisfy;  alarmed  at 
the  sight,  and  enormous  weight  of  the  burden  with  which 
she  was  charged,  she  grew  disheartened  and  eagerly 
yearned  for  a  release  from  the  heavy  responsibility.  In 
fact,  she  determinedly  set  about  obtaining  her  dismissal 
almost  immediately,  and  to  accomplish  this,  she  repeat- 
edly begged  with  great  earnestness  His  Lordship,  Bishop 
Cleary,  to  relieve  her  of  tha  charge.  But  it  was  only  after 
an  administration  of  twenty-two  months,  that  the  resigna- 
tion of  our  timid  little  Mother  w^as  accepted,  and  ]3ublicly 
announced  during  the  Pastoral  Visitation  in  1883,  which 
our  Illustrious  and  ever  interested  Bishop  held  during  the 
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month  of  March,  when  the  government  of  the  Community 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  mild  and  self-sacrificing 
Mother  Mary  John,  of  happy  memory. 

Still  our  worthy  Sister  did  not  rest  in  the  shade  as  com- 
pletely as  she  would  have  wished,  on  account  of  her  ap- 
pointment to  the  Office  of  General  Secretary.  Sister  M.  of 
Mount  Carmel,  aiming  always  at  perfection,  has  left  us  in 
her  writings  a  strong  proof  of  her  desire  to  have  predomi- 
nant the  spirit  of  simplicity,  humility  and  charity. 

GENERAL   ASSISTANT   AND   TREASUER. 


The  death  of  our  beloved  Mother  Mary  John,  occasioned 
a  new  election  in  the  month  of  August,  1884.  At  this  ses- 
sion Sister  Mary  of  Mount  Carmel  was  named  General 
Assistant  and  Treasurer,  from  which  period  till  her  death 
she  held  the  former,  and,  it  was  particularly  while  she  ex- 
ercised the  functions  of  this  office,  that  her  virtues  render- 
ed her  forever  worthy  of  the  love  and  veneration  of  her 
Community,  as  well  as  those  who  have  had  the  advantage 
of  doing  business  with  her.  The  high  consideration  of 
which  she  has  so  justly  been  the  object  in  the  care  of  our 
Institute  gives  her  the  right  to  the  homage  of  an  immor- 
tal remembrance  by  the  Sisters  of  this  Community. 

In  the  difficult  and  varied  employments  that  were  con- 
tided  to  her,  she  was  an  accomplished  model  of  what  she 
ought  to  be.  With  great  purity  of  purpose  and  loftiness 
of  aim,  did  she  invariably  toil  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  a 
true  daughter  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul.  Her  zeal  in  this 
particular  was  directed  towards  the  poor  already  sheltered 
in  the  Institute. 

Her  exertions  to  increase  the  comfort  and  happiness  of 
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the  aged  and  infirm,  as  well  as  those  of  the  little  orphans, 
were  constant  and  generous.  One  of  her  favorite  delights 
among  the  poor,  was  to  provide  a  good  substantial  tasty 
meal,  and  go  herself  and  serve  these  poor  old  creatures. 
In  these  services  her  spirit  of  faith  was  still  more  promi- 
nent, being  well  impressed  with  the  truth  that  the  poor 
were  her  Lords  and  Masters  and  should  be  served  with  re- 
spect, care,  and  devotion. 

By  her  respectful  submission,  regularity,  and  conduct 
our  dear  Sister,  proved  th9  profound  esteem  she  professed 
for  the  perfect  observance  of  our  holy  Rules  and  this  re- 
ligious love  became  still  more  striking  towards  the  close 
of  her  life.  Moreover,  the  uprightness  and  devotion  with 
which  she  directed  all  her  actions  gave  general  edification. 

Her  fraternal  charity  manifested  itself  daily  in  her  ex- 
quisite jDoliteness  towards  all  her  Sisters,  in  the  mildness 
with  which  she  corrected  or  advised  any  one  who  came 
under  her  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  her  goodness  in  pardon- 
ing the  errors  of  others. 

The  piety  of  Sister  Mary  of  Mount  Carmel,  was  remark- 
able, but  solid,  and  bore  no  mark  of  singularity;  above 
everything,  fidelity  and  punctuality  in  the  common  ex- 
ercises was  her  first  principle,  and  surely,  on  this  x3oint 
her  example  preached  still  more  than  her  word. 

While  aiding  in  the  functions  of  the  administration,  she 
also  directed  the  care  of  the  Chapel  for  some  years,  making 
it  a  particular  study  to  adorn  th3  Altar  with  exquisite  taste 
and  richness,  and  thosa  privileged  Sisters  who  learned  the 
art  under  her  supervision,  now  bear  witness  to  the  fact, 
that  Sister  Mary  of  Mount  Carmel  brought  into  her  every 
act  and  movement  around  God's  Sanctuary,  an  admirable 
spirit  of  faith  and  a  perfect  modesty,  and  well  may  we  be- 


SISTER   M.    OF    MT.    CARMEL  53 

lieve,  that  in  the  fervor  of  her  soul  these  words  of  the 
Psalmist  frequently  fell  from  her  lips:  ''The  beauty  of  Thy 
House,  I  have  loved  O  Lord,  and  the  place  where  Thy 
glory  dwelleth." 

Pious  and  prayerful,  she  spent  hours  before  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  and  entertained  a  singular  devotion  to  Our 
Lady  of  Mount  Carmel.  Whatever  were  her  occupations, 
her  fatigues,  or  her  sufferings,  this  true  daughter  of  the 
Virgin,  never  allowed  a  day  to  pass  without  offering  to 
Mary  a  testimony  of  love  and  filial  piety. 

ILLNESS   AND   DEATH. 

VI 

Sister  Mary  of  Mount  Car meFs  emaciated  form,  excess- 
ive weakness,  and  absolute  disrelish  for  nourishment,  even 
for  the  daintiest  preparation,  gave  rise  to  much  alarm  in 
our  circle,  at  the  dread  thought  that  our  little  Assistant 
would  not  be  long  in  our  midst. 

In  spite  of  these  grave  apprehensions,  the  Superior  Gen- 
eral was  forced  to  burden  her  with  the  government  of  the 
Community,  a  circumstance  which  was  very  afflicting, 
knowing  the  mental  anguish  such  a  charge  woud  Icause 
her  dear  and  ever  faithful  Assistant.  But  Mother  was 
obliged  to  sx3end  the  greater  part  of  this  year  1892,  at  the 
mission  in  Holyoke,  for  the  purpose  of  quelling  disturb- 
ance and  various  other  annoyances  fomented  on  account 
of  a  question  between  our  Archbishop  and  Rt.  Rev.  Bp. 
O'Rielly  of  Springfield,  Mass.  of  separating  the  Houses 
of  that  Diocese  from  this  Mother  House  in  Kingston. 

A  few  weeks  after  her  release  from  this  responsibility 
she  was  sent  to  the  Infirmary  and  in  addition  to  her  former 
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infirmities,  a  cruel  contraction  of  the  brain  quickly  reduced 
her  to  the  last  painful  extremity. 

Her  patience,  resignation,  and  submission  never  failed 
her  for  an  instant  in  the  midst  of  the  intense  pains  to 
which  she  was  a  prey. 

On  the  morning  of  August  21,  1892,  the  fourth  day  of 
our  annual  retreat  and  just  one  month  after  her  entrance 
to  the  Infirmar}^  our  cherished  Sister  peacefully  render- 
ed her  beautiful  soul  to  God.  From  that  valley  of  tears 
where  she  endured  a  large  share  of  affliction  she  passed 
pmilingly   to  the  abode  of  eternal  repose  and  happiness. 

Sister  Mary  of  Mount  Carmel  was  sincerely  regretted 
and  mourned,  one  of  the  columns  of  our  Institute  had  fall- 
en, chief  among  the  lights  of  the  Community  was  extin- 
guished, a  devoted  faithful  Assistant  was  dead! 

The  requiem  services  were  chanted  in  the  Convent  Chap- 
el, that  Chapel  she  so  often  adorned  and  where  she  prayed 
and  wept.  The  remains  were  conveyed  to  St.  Mary's  Cem- 
etery where  she  sleeps  in  peace  under  the  constant  re- 
gard of  our  filial  remembrance.  Perfect  religious  though 
she  was,  fervent  must  be  our  prayers  for  her  eternal  re- 
pose, she  may  still  need  our  help,  for  bright  is  the  light 
that  may  shine  forever. 

Ah,  beloved  Sister  Assistant,  shall  we  ever  forget  you 
you  who  have  struggled  with  us  so  long  here  below!  En- 
joy sweet  repose,  with  the  ineffable  goodness  that  your 
works  and  virtues  have  obtained  for  you !  Continue  to  us, 
the  good  offices  of  your  maternal  tenderness,  and  receive 
our  feeble  tribute  of  sincere,  grateful,  and  faithful  love! 

May  she  rest  in  peace  and  pray  for  us  in  heaven.    Amen. 
Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  BERNARD, 

(  ELLEN   FOX.  ) 

In  the  immediate  circle  of  our  religious  family,  while 
the  joyful  strains  of  Easter  Alleluias  were  still  sounding, 
Death  the  conqueror,  enfolds  forever  a  loved  member  in 
the  person  of  Sister  Mary  Bernard,  whose  memory  is  af- 
fectionately and  piously  recalled  annually  on  April  18. 

Ellen  Fox  was  born  at  Emily,  Ont.,  in  1847,  of  parents 
remarkable  for  their  fervent  practice  of  religious  duties 
and  all  virtues  that  could  adorn  a  Catholic  home  and 
family.  Wishing  to  disengage  hersalf  from  the  world  and 
its  vain  joys,  by  devoting  all  her  energies  to  the  service 
of  the  poor  and  the  afflicted  in  this  Institute  of  Sisters 
of  Charity,  she  asked  and  obtained  admission  to  the 
Novitiate  on  the  Feast  of  the  Epiphany  January  6,  1872. 

The  term  preparatory  to  receiving  the  Holy  Habit  she 
I)assed  in  the  divers  minor  offices  of  the  House,  zealously 
acquitting  herself  of  every  duty,  thus  meriting  the  happy 
privilege  of  being  received  as  Novice  on  the  Feast  of  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul,  1872. 

Our  Sister  Novice  continued  in  the  good  spirit  in  w^hich 
she  had  begun,  laboring  among  the  suffering  and  the  needy 
with  much  tenderness  and  charity  until  March  19,  1874, 
when  she  was  allowed  to  pronounce  her  holy  vows. 

Nature  had  unhappily  denied  Sister  Mary  Bernard  many 
of  those  amiable  characteristics  so  pre-eminently  essential 
to  the    religious    soul    who    must   necessarily    encounter 
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crosses  and  iDrivations,  the  wrongs  and  ills  which  chequer 
oar  existence  and  which  are  the  inevitable  lot  of  humanity. 

Not  only  was  Sister  deprived  of  a  cheerful  teniperment, 
but  was  the  possessor  of  a  sensitively  constituted  charac- 
ter, that  rendered  her  a  trial  not  alone  to  her  Sisters  in 
religion,  bat  to  herself. 

At  times  her  physical  weakness  so  predominantly  con- 
trolled her  mental  powers  that  she  suffered  much  dis- 
quietade,  but  turning  all  to  good  account  she  struggled 
generously  to  combat  nature  and  devote  herself  to  the 
glory  of  her  heavenly  Spouse.  In  truth,  amid  contradic- 
tions and  humiliations  which  are  the  portion  of  religious, 
greatly  was  the  lament  of  this  good  Sister,  that  in  her 
was  wanting  the  spirit  of  lively  faith,  which  would  have 
caused  her  to  embrace  these  God-sent  gifts  as  a  means 
of  sanctification. 

An  ax^pointment  to  the  mission  of  Holyoke  soon  after 
her  religious  profession  was  cheerfully  accepted,  but  an 
attack  of  chronic  diarrhea  prevented  the  execution  of  the 
command. 

At  no  time  during  her  religious  career  could  she  boast 
of  robust  health.  She  suffered  almost  continually  from 
weakness,  and  to  this  lassitude  may  be  attributed  any 
slight  feelings  of  irritability  so  regretfully  evinced  by 
our  dear  Sister.  But,  if  in  this  religious  we  have  noticed 
some  trifling  defects,  her  life  portrayed  many  characteris- 
tics worthy  of  our  admiration  and  edification.  In  her  ten- 
der care  of  the  aged,  infirm  and  orphans  in  whose  im- 
mediate service  she  quietly  and  unostentatiously  perform- 
ed the  stern  avocations  of  every  day's  existence  for  many 
years,  she  proved  herself  a  genuine  Sister  of  Charity,  by 
laboring  to  procure  comfort  and  relief  for  Christ's  suffering 
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members.  And  let  us  trust  that  such  charitable  deeds  have 
merited  for  this  devoted  Sister  the  consoling  words  of  our 
Divine  Saviour:  "Come  ye  blessed  of  My  Father,  enter  in 
to  the  Kingdom  prepared  for  you,  for  I  was  hungry  and 
you  gave  Me  to  eat;  I  was  thirsty,  and  you  gave  Me  to 
drink;  I  was  a  stranger  and  you  took  Me  in.  Amen.  I 
say  unto  you  so  long  as  you  did  this  to  one  of  these,  the 
least  of  My  brethern,  you  did  it  to  Me." 

Few  details  remain  of  her  life  and  virtues.  Her  infirm- 
ities so  completely  incapacitated  her  for  office  that  the 
Community,  always  indulgent  to  its  worn  out  members, 
freed  her  from  all  duties  during  the  last  five  years  of 
her  life,  except  a  few  hours  sewing  for  the  orphans,  to 
which  she  devoted  herself  daily,  and  which  had  been 
assigned  her  at  her  own  request. 

All  that  was  vital  gradually  wasting,  Sister  resembled 
a  walking  shadow  rather  than  a  living  being,  yet  with  a 
desperate  struggle,  she  kept  on  foot  until  Jan.  31,  1894, 
when,  by  the  advice  of  the  Physician  she  was  consigned  to 
the  Infirmary  that  she  might  receive  the  care  and  attention 
her  case  required. 

After  two  months  suffering,  most  patiently  and  resign- 
edly borne,  our  dear  Sister's  life  happily  terminated 
April,  18,  1894,  while  the  Sisterhood  poured  forth  fervent 
supplications  to  the  throne  of  Mercy  in  her  behalf. 

The  funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Convent  Chap- 
el and  were  most  imposing,  all  the  Clergy  of  the  city  being 
present.  A  beautiful  closing  to  a  well-spent  life  of  forty- 
seven  years,  twenty-two  of  which  merited  the  reward 
promised  to  those  who  respond  to  the  call  of  the  Divine 
Master:     "Come  follow  Me." 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  OF  THE  CROSS, 

(  ELIZABETH   KEATING.  ) 

The  members  of  this  Institute  commemorate  today  the 
death  of  a  cherished  Sister  and  a  devoted  co-laborer  in 
the  person  of  Sister  Mary  of  the  Cross,  known  in  the  world 
as  Miss  Elizabeth  Keating. 

Born  in  Hastings,  Peterboro  Co.,  about  the  year  1841, 
of  good  Christian  parents,  but  whose  position  as  pioneers 
in  that  district  afforded  them  few  opportunities  of  edu- 
cating their  family,  hence  she  w^as  deprived  of  the  advan- 
tage of  an  early  and  thorough  school  training.  Still  the 
deprivation  of  these  indisj)ensable  benefits  in  our  day, 
prevented  not  a  vocation  to  the  Order  of  Sisters  of  Char- 
ity which  was  unconsciously  formed  in  her  young  heart. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  a  visit  of  two  Sisters  from  our 
Community  to  the  home  of  her  father,  while  collecting 
alms  for  the  poor  under  their  care,  greatly  strengthened 
her  desire  to  consecrate  her  life  to  the  service  of  God  and 
His  poor. 

While  the  Providence  Novitiate  was  in  its  infancy.  Miss 
Keating  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  entered  upon  her 
apprenticeship  of  charity,  devoting  all  her  energies  to 
serve  the  neglected  and  the  afflicted. 

There  are  no  incidents  recorded  of  her  noviceship  that 
would  single  her  out  from  her  companions,  nevertheless, 
Sister  was  industrious  and  charitable,  and,  cheerfully  en- 
dured the  hard  labors  and  great  poverty  of  the  little  Com- 
munity at  this  period  of  its  existence. 
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On  the  Feast  of  the  Exaltation  of  the  Holy  Cross,  Sep- 
tember 14,  1866,  the  privilege  of  pronouncing  her  vows 
was  hax^pily  accorded  Sister  Mary  of  the  Cross.  The  cer- 
emony was  performed  by  Very  Rev.  P.  Dollard  V.  G.  in 
St.  Mary's  Cathedral  and  the  event  was  very  pleasing 
and  interesting. 

Sister  Mary  of  the  Cross  was  one  of  the  Missionaries, 
who  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Holyoke  Mission  in  1873. 
In  this  new  field  of  labor  God's  work  w^as  great  and  de- 
manded untold  sacrifices,  and  she  worked  with  an  energy, 
a  love,  and  a  devotedness  that  won  the  hearts  of  the  most 
obdurate.  She  sincerely  loved  the  poor,  nursed  the  infirm 
and  heroically  encountered  difficulties  and  hardships  in 
the  service  of  the  homeless  little  ones  under  the  Sisters' 
care.  It  might  be  said  of  her,  that  her  master  passion  was 
love  of  the  poor  and  the  suft'ering.  So  ardent  w^as  her 
zeal  in  securing  succor  for  the  destitute  and  comfort  for 
the  sick,  that  she  sometimes  merited  a  reproach  for  her 
want  of  well-regulated  charity. 

She  had  charge  of  the  Hospital  in  Hadley  Falls,  when 
the  i^arochial  schools  in  the  City  of  Holyoke  were  entrusted 
to  our  Sisters  and  although  the  house  was  small  and  had 
but  few  accommodations,  the  poor  patients  were  cheerfully 
and  intelligently  nursed  under  the  kind  supervision  of  our 
deeply  lamented  Sister  Mary  of  the  Cross,  who  was  pecu- 
liarly gifted  with  sympathy  for  human  miseries  and  by 
her  devotion  and  tenderness  many  a  reckless  spendthrift 
was  gained  to  God. 

The  most  eventful  epoch  in  the  career  of  our  dear  Sister 
and  the  one  in  which  we  find  her  extraordinary  qualities 
as  a  nurse  more  vividly  portrayed,  was  her  service  among 
the  Small  Pox  patients  at  Mill   Point,  (at  present  known 
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as  Deseronto)  in  the  year  1879.  Not  only  did  this  good 
Sister  volunteer  to  go  and  minister  to  the  victims  of  the 
deadly  epidemic,  but  she  manifested  great  joy  when  ap- 
pointed to  accompany  Sister  Mary  of  Mount  Carmel  to 
the  plague-stricken  Village,  and,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
estimate  the  amount  of  ceaseless  labor,  self-sacrificing  at- 
tentions and  patience  involved  in  this  undertaking.  She 
was  likewise  called  upon  to  aid  two  of  our  Sisters  who 
were  nursing  patients  affected  with  the  loathsome  disease 
in  Tweed  in  1884  and  rendered  valuable  assistance  in 
caring  the  afflicted.  A  third  incident  of  her  burning  zeal 
and  heroic  courage  is  recorded  in  1886  when  the  much 
dreaded  Small  Pox  broke  out  in  Smith's  Falls.  By  the 
pra'yers  and  labors  of  herself  and  generous  companion,  Sr. 
Mary  Alphonsus,  among  the  sick  and  dying  for  several 
weeks,  she  had  the  consolation  of  seeing  great  good  ac- 
complished in  that  locality. 

During  the  later  years  of  Sister's  life  God  subjected  His 
servant  to  peculiar  and  painful  trials,  doubtless  that  she 
might  become  purer  in  His  sight  and  be  a  living  holocaust 
on  the  Altar  of  sacrifice.  She  became  restless  and  troubled, 
was  frequently  misunderstood  by  her  Superiors  and  com- 
panions, and  although  patiently  borne,  she  suffered  much 
on  that  account.  Her  health  prevented  her  from  engag- 
ing in  the  accustomed  active  works  of  charity  which  pri- 
vation was  in  itself  a  very  heavy  cross.  Yielding  to  the 
false  interpretation  of  her  own  religious  views,  our  good 
Sister  fancied  her  contentment  would  be  restored  by  a 
change  of  residence,  she  accordingly  petitioned  her  Supe- 
rior for  removal  to  Holyoke,  a  step  this  devoted  Sister 
bitterly  regretted  the  remainder  of  her  life. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  question  of  separation  was 
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in  agitation  and  a  few  days  after  her  arrival  at  the  mission 
she  saw,  with  grief,  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs.  Her 
position  was  a  distressing  one.  She  had  taken  leave  of 
her  parent  house,  contrary  to  the  will  and  wish  of  her 
Superiors,  and  in  consequence  of  this  act,  she  could  not 
reasonably  hope  to  return;  on  the  other  hand,  she  was  not 
slow  in  perceiving  that  her  presence  in  the  mission  was 
very  unwelcome.  There  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  she 
made  a  grievous  mistake.  Harrassed  in  mind  and  sadly 
disappointed,  she  struggled  on  from  day  to  day  until  the 
final  separation  was  proclaimed.  She  saw  the  happy  band 
of  faithful  daughters  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  take  their 
departure  for  their  Mother  House,  Kingston,  and  bade 
them  adieu  with  a  sorrowful  heart. 

The  thought  of  her  position  goaded  her  almost  to  des- 
peration. Our  Lord  had  deprived  her  of  that  happy  free- 
dom of  spirit  enjoyed  only  by  those  religious  who  walk  in 
the  well-beaten  path  of  simplicity  and  obedience. 

Three  months  later.  Sister  Mary  of  the  Cross  was  forced 
to  leave  the  Community  in  Holyoke  and  throw  herself  on 
the  mercy  of  her  Mother  House.  The  journey  was  made 
alone,  Kingston  was  reached  on  New  Year's  Eve,  1892. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Superior  General,  who  was  engaged 
at  the  opening  of  the  Convent  in  Perth,  isolation  from  the 
members  of  the  Community  w^as  ordered  by  her  Ecclesias- 
tical Superior.  She  pleaded  with  tearful  eyes  and  suppli- 
cating voice  for  a  refuge  in  the  cherished  home  of  her 
religious  infancy.  Days  passed  and  no  alleviation  to  her 
anguish.  Her  conscience  forbade  her  to  abandon  the  vo- 
cation to  which  Almighty  God  had  so  marvelously  called 
her  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  troubled  and  dejected  she 
knew  not  what  to  do.     Most  of  her  time  was  spent  in  the 
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Chapel  praying  to  the  Supreme  Consoler,  enclosed  in  tht? 
Holy  Tabernacle,  and  here  it  was  that  this  desolate  soul 
derived  strength  and  grace  to  endure  the  trial. 

January  12, 1893,  witnessed  the  termination  of  the  bond- 
age of  Sister  Mary  of  the  Cross.  Our  ever  kind-hearted 
Archbishop  Cleary  expressed  a  wish  to  have  Sister  re-ad« 
mitted  and  the  Community  with  the  tenderness  of  a  loving 
Mother  opened  its  arms  to  receive  the  prodigal. 

Employment  was  at  once  given  her  among  the  jx)or  and 
infirm  whom  she  loved  so  well  and  where  she  toiled  so  long 
and  faithfully.  During  the  annual  retreat  in  mid-summer, 
full  atonement  was  made  for  past  offences  and  none  gave 
greater  edification  than  our  sorely-tried  Sister.  The  fer- 
vor and  zeal  of  former  years  rapidly  returned,  she  cared 
the  sick  with  whole-hearted  devotedness  and  efficiency, 
despite  frequent  and  violent  attacks  of  headache  and  dis- 
ordered stomach.  She  was  often  known  to  spend  the 
greater  portion  of  the  day  ministering  to  the  poor  and  af- 
flicted without  having  tasted  a  morsel  of  food.  Sister  es- 
pecially dreaded  the  trial  of  becoming  useless  and,  as  she 
said,  a  trouble  to  others;  and  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that 
she  frequently  besought  our  Divine  Lord  to  spare  her 
this  great  cross. 

During  the  six  months  preceding  her  death  our  Sister 
was  occupied  chiefly  in  nursing  the  sick  in  their  own 
homes.  Through  her  skilful  and  patient  Care,  was  spared 
the  life  of  a  father  of  a  large  helpless  family,  Mr.  McFadden 
of  this  city,  and  while  attending  still  to  her  convalescent 
patient  Sister  was  seized  with. severe  cramps.  Returning 
to  the  Convent,  the  Pharmacist  administered  some  simple 
remedy,  as  there  seemed  no  reason  to  anticipate  anything 
serious.     Monday  morning  symptoms  of  the  fatal  disease 
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Peritonitis  were  visible,  accompanied  with  excruciating 
pains.  Perceiving  that  the  end  was  not  far  distant  the 
Superior,  with  the  tenderness  of  a  fond  mother,  gently- 
warned  her  that  recovery  for  her  was  impossible.  A  hope- 
ful peace  seemed  to  fill  the  soul  of  our  dear  Sister  and 
submitting  joyfully  to  the  will  of  heaven,  she  immediately 
prepared  to  receive  th3  last  Sacraments.  Sha  grew  worse 
rapidly,  her  poor  frame,  racked  with  pain  rendered  her  an 
object  of  pity  to  those  around  her,  yet  in  the  midst  of  these 
intense  sufferings  neither  murmur,  nor  complaint  escaped 
her  lips.  Thursday  morning  at  an  early  hour  Holy  Com- 
munion was  brought  to  her.  soon  after  a  stupor  came 
on,  interrupted  occasionally  by  incoherent  words,  which 
sounded  like  the  echo  of  some  inward  prayer  and  she  re- 
lapsed into  her  agony.  The  Sisters  hastened  to  assist  by 
their  prayers  in  her  dying  moments,  one  who  was  always 
ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in  the  toils  of  every  day  life. 
Her  agony  lasted  about  three  hours,  at  2.  3'3  in.  the  after- 
noon her  soul  j)urified  by  suffering  j)assed  to  its  reward, 
March  5,  1896,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  her  earthly  ijil- 
grimage,  thirty-two  of  which  had  been  sacrificed  in  the 
service  of  Christ's  poor,  the  prayers  and  pleadings  of 
whom,  we  fondly  trust,  have  placed  her  at  the  feet  of 
the  Eternal.  Peace  be  yours  dear  Sister:  Peace  that  fol- 
lows the  hard  fought  battle,  the  dearly  earned  victory. 

Sweet  spouse  of  Christ!  beloved  one! 

Thy  beauteous  mission  is  fulfilled. 
Thy  journey  here  on  earth  is  done; 

Thy  noble,  tender  heart  is  stilled. 

From  regions  of  celestial  bliss. 

Oh,  watch  o'er  loved  ones  toiling  still, 
And  pray  for  those  who  now  so  miss 

Thy  loving  care  and  generous  will. 
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The  intelligence  of  our  deeply  lamented  Sister's  death 
was  received  in  the  City  and  surrounding  places  with  sen- 
timents that  corresponded  to  the  universal  esteem  in  which 
she  was  held  and  the  gratitude  which  so  many  families 
owed  her.  Crowds  came  to  pay  their  tribute  of  respect 
and  pray  beside  the  inanimate  form  of  a  true  Sister  of 
Charity,  who  in  some  way  had  sympathized  with  them. 

The  Requiem  service  was  celebrated  with  the  accustom- 
ed ceremonies  and  the  remains  reverently  consigned  to  its 
last  resting  place.  Let  us  honor  the  memory  of  our  loved 
Sister  Mary  of  the  Cross  on  this  anniversary  by  special 
and  liberal  suffrages  for  the  repose  of  her  soul. 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  BERNADETTE, 

(  CATHERINE   DOUGHERTY.  ) 

Catherine  Dougherty,  known  in  the  Institute  as  Sister 
Mary  Bernadette  was  born  in  Co.  Derry,  Ireland,  March 
18,  1857.  The  loss  of  her  loved  parents  at  a  tender  age 
together  with  the  unfortunate  circumstance  of  being  sur- 
rounded by  Protestant  relations,  friends  of  her  deceased 
mother,  forced  the  lonely  child  to  emigrate  to  America. 
While  still  very  young  she  was  constrained  to  seek  her 
livelihood  in  the  United  States.  For  many  years  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  was  the  principal  place  of  her  residence  where 
by  her  piety  and  exemplary  conduct  the  young  girl  won 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  many  new  associates,  com- 
panions and  friends. 

The  happy  day-dream  of  her  life  was  to  consecrate  her- 
self to  Almighty  God  in  a  Religious  Community  and  her 
heart,  warmed  by  the  gentle  influence  of  Charity's  en- 
chanting ray,  gave  ready  response  to  the  call  of  the  Di- 
vine Master  "Come  follow  Me."  by  entering  the  Providence 
Novitiate,  Kingston,  December  23,  1880. 

The  Community  early  recognized  in  the  young  novice 
her  proficiency  as  Cellarist  and  regarded  her  as  a  house- 
hold treasure.  In  her  exterior  employments  she  was  gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  neatness,  good-order  and  economy  reigned 
supreme  in  whatever  office  she  was  placed. 

The  abounding  grace  of  God  and  the  joy  of  an  assured 
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vocation  to  the  Institute  of  Sisters  of  Charity,  carried  our 
dear  Sister  through  the  trials  of  the  Novitiate  and  on  the 
Feast  of  St.  Edward,  1883  she  knelt  at  the  holy  Altar  to 
pronounce  her  religious  vows  and  receive  the  Nuptial  gift 
of  her  Celestial  S^jouse. 

Her  constitution  became  much  impaired  by  indigestion 
and  loss  of  ai3petite,  still  she  was  ever  ready  to  embrace 
with  courageous  zeal  the  tasks  assigned  her  by  obedience, 
cheerfully  devoting  herself  to  the  service  of  the  poor  and 
orphans,  among  whom  she  toiled  for  several  years.  She 
possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  the  gift  of  human  sympa- 
thy and  never  thought  she  could  do  enough  to  console  tlie 
afflicted  in  their  sickness  and  discontent,  and  it  was  over 
this  class  that  our  good  little  Sister  had  so  marvelous 
an  influence. 

In  disposition,  our  dear  Sister  was  simple  and  childlike 
yet  courageous  and  energetic;  of  a  volatile  temperament  she 
at  times,  displayed  slight  evidences  of  impatience,  a  weak- 
ness she  sadly  lamented  and  generously  endeavored  to 
correct.  One  of  the  greatest  trials  of  her  religious  life  was 
a  constant  mortification  or  conquering  of  self,  in  restrain- 
ing a  vehement  attachment  to  nice  things  in  furniture  and 
clothing,  and,  although  this  passion  was  well-nigh  mas- 
tered, her  love  for  pretty  knick-knacks  remained  till  her 
dying  breath. 

The  interests  of  the  Community  were  ever  in  the  heart 
of  our  dear  Sister  and  when  engaged  in  the  ordinary  quest- 
ing trips  throughout  the  Diocese  she  employed  all  her 
energies  in  securing  an  abundant  supply  of  provisions  and 
money  for  the  destitute.  Combined  with  this  advantage 
there  was  a  warmth,  a  cordiality  and  a  confiding  trust  in 
her  dealings  with  strangers  which   those   who  enjoyed  it 
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can  never  forget.  Many  substantial  friends  were  brought 
to  the  Institution  through  the  friendliness  of  our  ever 
dear  Sister  Mary  Bernadette. 

During  the  summer  of  1889  the  life  of  this  good  young 
Sister  was  almost  despaired  of  owing  to  a  severe  attack  of 
hemorrhage  from  her  head  and  stomach.  The  last  Sacra- 
ments were  received  with  edifying  faith  and  devotion  but 
the  thought  of  death,  at  any  time,  was  so  distressing  to 
her  that  at  this  critical  n^oment  she  unceasingly  be- 
sought Almighty  God  to  grant  her  a  few  years  respite.  It 
would  seem  that  her  petitions  to  heaven  interposed  shields 
to  ward  off  the  death  sickle  which  was  to  cut  down  a  life 
so  cherished  and  useful,  but  a  prolonged  existence  in  this 
vale  of  sufferings  was  to  be  little  better  than  a  martyrdom 
for  our  dear  Sister,  for,  although  she  afterwards  regained 
sufficient  strength  to  resume  several  light  charges  she  suf- 
fered intensely.  Her  services  at  the  Cathedral,  the  last  two 
years  of  her  life,  give  us  an  example  of  cheerful  perform- 
ance of  duty  regardless  of  bodily  weariness  or  lassitude. 
In  this  office  she  displayed  rare  talent  in  the  art  of  deco- 
rating and  was  in  many  other  respects  a  model  sacristan. 

Her  complicated  diseases  gradually  developed  into  con- 
sumption. Nov.  1895  and  March  1896  Sister  M.  Bernadette 
was  again  prepared  for  death  but  with  these  visits  of  our 
Divine  Lord  in  the  Holy  Viaticum  the  grace  of  holy  res- 
ignation was  instilled  into  her  heart,  former  fears  were 
calmed  and  she  eagerly  longed  for  Eternal  rest  with  her 
Divine  Spouse. 

At  day-break  June  28,  in* the  thirty-ninth  year  of  her 
age  and  the  sixteenth  of  religious  life,  our  loved  and  zeal- 
ous young  Sister  lovingly  offered  her  heart  to  God  in 
death  as  she  had  done  in  life,  and  thus  terminated  a  career, 
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though  uneventful,  full  of  earnest  effort  and  good-will, 
Ah,  may  the  soul  of  this  ojjen  and  confiding  nature,  sweet- 
ly resting  now  in  immortality,  be  mindful  of  those  who 
loved  her  tenderly  here  on  earth ! 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  BEATRICE, 

(CATHERINE   CASEY.) 

Picton.  Ont.,  was  the  birth  place  of  the  cherished  Sister 
whose  brief  memoir  we  undertake  to  record  for  the  edifi- 
cation of  the  members  of  this  Institute,  wherein  she  relig- 
iously spent  nine  years. 

Born  Oct.  17, 1861,  of  respectable  Catholic  parents,  more 
pious  than  wealthy,  and  who  rejoiced  that  Almighty  God 
had  early  infused  into  the  innocent  young  heart  of  their 
daughter  Catherine,  a  hatred  for  the  world  and  a  resolu- 
tion to  live  for  Him  alone. 

Even  when  a  child  she  accustomed  herself  to  prayer 
and  pious  works  and  loved  to  retire  into  solitude.  She 
was  exceedingly  modest  and  the  least  indelicacy  of  word 
or  action  was  hateful  to  her  chaste  mind.  In  the  neigh- 
borhood and  schoolroom  her  mildness  and  devotion  in- 
spired her  companions  with  a  love  of  piety. 

The  ill  health  of  her  father  and  other  family  embarrass- 
ments detained  our  good  Sister  in  the  world  until  the  age 
of  twenty-four  years.  Filled  with  a  strong  faith  and  great 
fervor,  Miss  Casey  entered  the  Novitiate  on  the  Feast  of 
the  Exaltation  of  the  Holy  Cross,  1885,  and  during  her 
Novitiate  she  studiously  profited  by  all  the  religious  priv- 
ileges of  that  delightful  monastic  retreat.  Reception  to 
the  white  veil  and  holy  habit  Dec.  13,  1886  enlarged  and 
strengthened  a  deeply  religious  spirit,  which  had  been 
early  instilled  in  her  home  life,  by  a  saintly  Mother. 
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Like  her  companions,  our  Sister  Novice  fulfilled  all  tlie 
duties  exacted  by  obedience,  with  fidelity  and  good-will; 
but  her  character,  which  was  already  formed  and  bore  evi- 
dences of  a  strong  will,  was  bereft  of  that  spirit  of  conde- 
scension, cordiality  and  cheerfulness  which  may  be  termed 
the  treasure  and  key-note  of  every  happy  Novice.  Being 
of  a  serious  and  reticent  cast  of  mind,  she  preferred  retire- 
ment on  every  occasion,  and  whan  obliged  to  take  i3art  in 
some  innocent  or  relaxing  amusement,  sadness  was  often 
vividly  depicted  on  her  countenance.  At  times  she  com- 
plained bitterly  of  coldness  and  insensibility  in  her  de- 
votions, a  cross  which  our  Lord  added  to  her  many  others, 
but  far  more  torturing  to  her  delicate  conscience  than  any 
outward  trial.  '"As  gold  in  the  furnace  hath  God  tried 
His  elect." 

At  religious  profession,  which  took  place  Aug.  1,  1888, 
the  name  of  Sister  Mary  Beatrice  was  asked  for  and  read- 
ily granted.  She  pronounced  her  vows  with  the  fervor  of 
one,  who  fully  appreciated  the  grace  of  her  religious  vo- 
cation. For  a  short  period,  the  paths  of  perfection  she 
had  resolved  to  pursue,  became  smoother,  and  she  exulted 
in  the  hope  of  now  following  her  Divine  Spouse  more 
closely,  living  in  Him,  by  a  life  of  prayer  and  recollection, 
laboring  for  Him,  with  greater  purity  of  intention,  by  the 
faithful  observance  of  her  holy  rule. 

Lacking  in  activity  and  zeal  for  the  works  of  Charity, 
together  with  a  delicate  constitution  and  a  timorous  con- 
science, she  was  seldom  engaged  in  the  more  laborious 
duties  among  the  poor  and  sick.  Still  her  modesty  and 
unaffected  gravity  in  fulfilling  those  assigned,  rendered 
her  a  model  to  her  companions,  and  a  consolation  to  her 
Superiors.     She  was  chiefly  employed  where  her  services 
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were  most  valuable,  viz.,  sewing,  Chapel,  Refectory,  etc. 
It  cannot  be  said  of  her  that  she  was  a  proficient  in  any- 
particular  work,  in  other  words,  she  had  no  forte,  but  her 
life  picture  shows  us,  that  her  parfection  consisted  in  par- 
forming  common  duties  with  uncommon  fervor. 

Two  years  of  her  religious  life  were  spent  in  missionary 
labors  at  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Hospital,  Brockville,  and 
Mt.  St.  Vincent,  Holyoke,  and  it  well  deserves  mention 
that  Sister  Mary  Beatrice  was  one  of  the  loyal  subjects, 
who  remained  faithful  to  the  Mother  House  at  the  time  of 
separation  in  1892,  and  heroically  aided  her  parent  house 
by  her  inflexible  fidelity  to  honor,  virtue  and  truth. 

As  the  cross  is  God's  hai^py  instrument  in  forming 
Saints  He  employed  trials  and  overwhelming  temptations 
to  purify  still  more,  this  devout  young  religious.  Trials, 
indeed,  she  had  in  abundance,  domestic  anxieties,  aridity 
of  spirit  and  temptations  against  holy  obedience.  In  con- 
sequence of  bodily  languor  and  debility  from  which  she 
suffered  towards  the  close  of  her  life,  she  became  more 
sensitive  and  exacting,  which  weakness  was  often  very 
disquieting  and  evry  humbling  to  our  good  Sister.  As 
religious  we  all  stand  on  Calvary,  but  some  are  nearer 
than  others  to  the  Cross!  Devotion  to  Jesus  in  the  Ador- 
able Sacrament  of  the  Altar  was  her  chief  mainstay,  her 
greatest  comfort  and  her  dearest  treasure  in  all  these  trib- 
ulations. She  implicitly  followed  the  advice  of  her  Direct- 
or and  Superiors,  and  invariably  derived  much  consolation 
from  their  salutary  counsels. 

While  fulfilling  the  office  of  sacristan  at  St.  Mary's  Ca- 
thedral, in  Dec.  1895  a  severe  cold  was  contracted  from 
which  she  never  fully  recovered.  A  slight  attack  of  hem- 
orrhage at  one  of  our  recreations  warned  the  Community 
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that  consumption  bad  clasped  in  its  fatal  embrace,  the 
slender  form  of  our  dear  Sister.  She  feared  death  as  an 
awful  transit  from  this  dim  world  to  the  great  bright  throne 
of  God;  but  with  heroic  resignation  and  loving  confidence 
in  the  promises  of  Him  who  said:  "I  am  the  Resurrection 
and  the  Life,"  she  calmly  awaited  the  summons  of  her 
eternal  Spouse  to  heaven.  She  lived  but  one  year  from 
this  date  and  the  greater  part  of  that  time  was  passed  in 
the  Infirmary,  w^here  she  received  all  the  services  that  lov- 
ing hands  could  bestow\  She  always  loved  silence  and 
now  more  than  ever  she  ardently  desired  to  become  closely 
united  to  God  in  prayer  and  solitude.  Her  religious 
career  was  short,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years, 
Dec.  3,  1896,  the  death  summons  came  and  the  book  of  her 
pure  young  life  closed  forever! 

Ah,  may  the  life,  virtues,  sufferings  and  even  the  imper- 
fections of  this  pious  religious,  serve  as  so  many  voices, 
begging  the  charity  of  our  golden  prayers  for  the  sweet 
repose  of  a  dear  Sister  who  suffered  and  labored  with  us. 

Tho  solemn  High  Mass  of  Requiem  was  sung  instead  of 
the  usual  Exposition  on  the  First  Friday  of  the  month 
and  while  gazing  on  that  face  of  ineffable  peace,  no  doubt 
could  arise  that  Sister  Mary  Beatrice  was  not  in  heaven. 
At  least  for  her,  we  trust,  the  waiting  will  be  short,  she 
lived  for  God  and  died  in  His  grace  and  love,  wearing  on 
her  still  features  the  calm  beauty  born  of  a  holy  life 
and  a  holy  death. 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  REGINA, 

(MARY    ELLEN    QUINN. ) 

The  subject  oE  this  brief  biographical  sketch,  Miss  Mary 
Ellen  Quinii,  known  in  religion  as  Sister  Mary  Regina, 
was  born  in  Glengarry,  Ont.,  Sept.  4, 1867  of  very  respect- 
able parents  and  educated  in  Williamstown  under  the 
tutorship  of  the  good  Sisters  of  the  Congregation  de 
Notre  Dame.  The  loss  of  a  loved  Mother  in  her  infancy 
deprived  Mary  Ellen  of  a  large  share  of  that  tender  solici- 
tude and  affection,  which  childhood  claims  as  its  j)ortion. 
In  some  measure,  however,  this  want  was  supplied  by  a 
kind-hearted  step-Mother,  who  devoted  herself  earnestly 
to  forming  her  little  charge  to  a  life  truly  Christian  and 
useful.  Under  the  edifying  influence  of  such  guidance, 
Miss  Quinn  early  learned  the  all-important  lesson,  that 
true  happiness  is  to  be  found  only  in  God's  service;  pene- 
trated with  this  conviction  she  determined  to  renounce 
the  vain  maxims  of  the  world,  and  to  embrace  a  life  of 
perfection. 

Acting  on  the  advice  of  her  enlightened  Director  and 
with  the  hearty  approval  of  her  good  parents,  she  obtained 
entrance  to  the  Providence  Novitiate  May  17,  1887.  Ear- 
nestly and  with  much  simplicity,  she  gave  her  whole  at- 
tention to  the  religious  instruction  of  her  Superiors,  under 
whose  spiritual  direction  our  little  postulant  was  easily 
formed  in  the  school  of  the  Divine  Master,  to  ardent  zeal, 
tender  and  generous  affection  and  t'orgetfulness  of  self. 
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After  a  probation  of  ten  months  in  the  postulate,  the 
holy  habit  was  received  with  great  joy  July  1,  1888.  The 
more  laborious  works  of  the  Institute  were  now  accepted 
and  performed  w4th  amiability  and  unwearied  patience  by 
the  dear  young  Novice,  who  began  thus  early  to  prepare 
for  holy  profession,  which  would  irrevocably  unite  her  to 
Jesus  her  Divine  Spouse.  Suj^reme  happiness  filled  the 
heart  of  our  ardent  aspirant,  when  she  was  permitted  to 
pronounce  her  religious  vows  Jan.  7,  1890,  receiving  the 
name  of  Sister  Mary  Regina. 

Passing  over  several  years  of  good  and  faithful  service 
in  the  various  works  of  charity  and  especially  among  the 
orphan  girls,  who  had  always  the  foremost  place  in  her 
affectionate  heart,  we  come  to  her  labors  in  St.  Vincent  de 
Paul  Hospital,  Brockville,  where  her  engaging  manners, 
thoughtfulness,  intelligence  and  aptitude  for  hous3hold 
management  rendered  her  necessary  to  this  establishment. 

It  is  consoling  to  record  the  testimony  of  her  worthy 
Superior,  who  declared  that  during  the  three  years  of  her 
missionary  life,  the  slight  defects  of  character  evinced 
from  time  to  time  by  our  good  Sister,  were  well  over-bal- 
anced by  her  genial  disposition  and  her  genuine  interest 
in  all  that  concerned  the  general  welfare  of  the  Commun- 
ity, and  it  may  be  said  that  owing  to  her  tact  and  cordial- 
ity many  friends  were  brought  to  the  Hospital. 

Ever  lively  and  entertaining  at  recreation  she  was  re- 
garded on  the  mission  as  a  sunbeam,  for  her  childlike  gai- 
ety dispelled  the  ennui  and  shadows  of  the  day's  contra- 
dictions and  toils,  often  was  she  sent  to  spend  a  half-hour 
with  a  poor  patient,  to  brighten  and  cheer  a  depressed 
and  weary  heart.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  cheerful- 
ness of  our  dear  Sister  was  seldom  dulled  bv  the  acute 
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rheumatic  pains  to  which  she  was  subject  and  which  even- 
tually terminated  in  serious  pulmonary  disease.  In  the 
autumn  of  1897,  our  cherished  Sister's  health  began  visibly 
to  fail,  violent  attacks  of  coughinsj  were  rajjidly  and  cruelly 
immolating  its  victim.  Still  she  continued  on  the  thorny 
path  of  labor  and  suffering  until  October  1898,  when  her 
condition  necessitated  a  removal  to  the  Mother  House. 
She  was  placed  under  the  immediate  care  of  our  kind  in- 
firmarian,  and  it  was  gaily  remarked  by  our  dear  little  in- 
valid that  she  came  to  the  Mother  House  to  prepare  to  die 
religiously.  In  less  than  a  month  the  rapid  and  life-des- 
troyer, consumption,  had  so  reduced  her  strength,  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  she  was  conveyed  from  the  Infirmary 
to  the  Church  gallery  to  assist  at  the  grand  ceremony 
of  Dedication  of  our  new  church,  Nov.  21,  1898. 

During  her  illness,  she  frequently  invited  her  religious 
companions  who  visited  her  at  the  Infirmary,  to  read  a 
chapter  of  the  "Imitation"  or  recite  some  short  prayers  for 
which  she  had  special  devotion.  She  enjoyed  the  happy 
privilege  of  receiving  Holy  Communion  frequently  and  she 
longed  for  this  heavenly  favor,  finding  in  the  Eucharist 
all  her  strengtli^  all  her  consolation.  Towards  the  end  of 
her  illness  she  was  honored  by  several  visits  from  our  ven- 
erated Archbishop,  Most  Eev.  C.  H.  Gauthier,  whose  ex- 
pressions of  lively  sympathy  and  paternal  tenderness 
seemed  to  assuage  all  the  anxieties  of  our  dying  Sister,  a 
consolation  she  fully  appreciated,  often  testifying  her  joy 
and  gratitude  for  this  privilege. 

In  order  to  sustain  and  encourage  our  desolate  Sister  in 
her  last  and  struggling  hours,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
summon  the  Confessor  and  have  Extreme  Unction  admin- 
istered a  second  time,  as  three  months  had  nearly  elapsed 
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since  the  first  anointing.  This  was  on  Wednesday  Feb.  1, 
and  scarcely  had  the  pure  young  soul  received  the  Holy 
Viaticum  when  she  recovered  peace  and  great  tranquility, 
yet  her  sufferings  were  acute.  Soon  her  death  agony  be- 
gan but  she  possessed  all  her  mental  faculties  to  the  end. 
She  frequently  called  for  holy  water  and  kept  united  to 
God  by  holy  aspirations.  Contrary  to  all  expectations  our 
dear  Sister  survived  until  4  o'clock  the  following  afternoon, 
when  surrounded  by  the  Community,  Sister  Mary  Regina 
peacefully  and  lovingly  yielded  her  soul  to  God,  in  the 
thirty-second  year  of  her  age  and  the  twelfth  of  her  relig- 
ious life.  Privileged  soul,  the  lovely  month  of  our  Blessed 
Mother  Mary  brought  you  into  the  sanctum  of  holy  relig- 
ion, where  with  childlike  simplicity  and  generosity  you 
served  Him  among  the  chosen  ones  of  His  sacred  keeping, 
and  today,  the  feast  of  the  Purification,  our  Virgin  Mother 
presents  you  to  her  Divine  Son  pleading  your  helplessness 
and  begging  entrance  to  that  blessed  eternity  which  has 
no  bounds,  no  limits  but  its  immensity! 

The  funeral  and  solemn  service  for  our  dear  young  Sis- 
ter was  the  first  chanted  in  our  new  Church,  and  the  im- 
pressiveness  of  the  ceremony  was  increased  by  the  pres- 
ence bf  our  honored  Archbishop,  who  gave  a  last  benedic- 
over  the  remains  of  the  much  lamented  and  well-beloved 
Sister  Mary  Regina. 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  OF  MERCY, 

(JOHANNA   O'CONNOR.) 

The  memory  of  the  just  shall  he  accompanied 
icith  praise.'^^     {Prov.   10-7.) 


Briefly,  but  reverently  is  recorded  in  the  necrologies 
of  tlie  Institute,  (March  30)  the  life,  virtues  and  death 
of  our  much-loved  and  lamented  Sister  Mary  of  Mercy, 
known  to  the  outer  world  as  Johanna  O'Connor. 

Born  in  Kingston,  Feb.  29, 1848  of  parents  distinguished 
for  their  sterling  faith  and  moral  integrity;  trained  and 
educated  under  the  best  discipline  of  Catholic  home  and 
religious  teachers,  she  early  learned  the  all-important  les- 
son that  true  happiness  is  to  be  found  only  in  Grod's  service. 

Possessor  of  many  good  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  with 
a  certain  aptitude  for  household  management,  she  rend- 
ered valuable  assistance  to  her  good  Mother  in  bringing 
up  a  large  family,  and  by  her  thoughtf  ulness  and  intelli- 
gence, sweetened  the  daily  trials  and  anxieties  experienced 
by  her  devoted  j)arents.  One  of  the  most  eventful  periods 
in  the  life  of  the  young  girl,  was  the  supervision  of  the 
house  of  her  eldest  brother,  Rev.  M.  O'Connor,  who  was 
IDarish  priest  of  Gananoque.  Her  qualifications  admirably 
fitted  her  for  so  important  a  charge,  which  she  wisely  held 
for  several  years,  until  the  dread  visitant  death,  enfolded 
in  its  chillj^  embrace  the  zealous  and  pious  young  priest. 
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Her  sorrow  was  great  but  her  heart  quickly  found  relief 
in  the  hopeful  assurance  that  she  was  now  free  to  follow 
the  vocation  to  which  she  felt  called. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  resolving  to  detach  her  heart 
from  all  worldly  vanities,  she  bid  farewell  to  the  paternal 
dwelling  to  enroll  herself  among  the  humble  Daughters  of 
St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  whose  sacrificing  lives  and  ardent 
zeal,  in  the  service  of  the  sick  and  unfortunate  had  strongly 
attracted  her  well-disposed  heart.  All  her  energies  wero 
devoted  to  serving  and  consoling  the  afHicted  and  the 
homeless  ones  of  Christ,  with  that  spirit  of  cheerful  char- 
ity which  was  at  a  later  period  identified  with  her  life. 

The  happy  disijosition  of  the  postulant  and  the  positive 
marks  of  vocation  gained  her  admission  to  the  Holy  Habit 
six  months  after  entrance,  on  the  feast  of  St  Vincent  de 
Paul,  1872. 

With  renewed  spirit  of  docility  and  fervor,  our  active 
Novice  directed  all  her  usefulness  to  the  interests  of  the 
Community.  Conscious  of  her  many  faults  she  struggled 
onward,  with  unwearied  zeal,  to  overcome  habit  by  habit, 
and  attain  the  perfection  necessary  for  her  holy  calling. 
Thus  did  she  prepare  herself  for  the  sublime  alliance  with 
her  heavenly  Bridegroom,  a  celestial  happiness  she  enjoyed 
on  the  feast  of  St,  Joseph  1874.  Her  special  devotion  to 
the  Blessed  Virgin  under  the  title  of  "Our  Lady  of  Mercy" 
inspired  her  to  assume  that  beautiful  name  at  profession. 

It  can  be  truthfully  said  that  the  best  years  of  her  relig- 
ious life,  were  spent  on  mission  where  she  proved  herself 
an  earnest  worker,  and  the  actual  extent  of  the  good  done 
as  nurse  cannot  be  estimated.  In  the  sick  room  she  was 
spoken  of  as  an  angel  of  peace  and  sweetness;  always  ready 
to  minister  to  the  sufferer,  the  medicines  and  attentions 
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needed,  witli  modesty,  intelligence  and  fidelity,  seldom 
forgetting  to  mingle  devout  aspirations  to  the  heavenly 
Physician  of  all  oar  ills.  Several  of  the  more  responsible 
offices  in  the  mission  houses  were  efficiently  filled  by  our 
zealous  Sister,  such  as  Bursar,  Assistant,  etc. 

Her  skilfulness  with  the  needle  and  in  the  art  of  em- 
broidery was  highly  i^roficient.  Conspicuous  around  the 
Altars  and  Sacristies  of  our  Convent  Church,  are  tributes 
of  artistic  work  joyfully  executed  for  the  adornment  of 
God's  holy  sanctuary,  and  long  will  the  memory  of  dear 
Sister  Mary  of  Mercy  as  a  perfect  sacristan  be  cherished 
by  her  religious  companions. 

In  the  ordinary  quests  through  the  parishes,  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  aged  and  orphans  depending  on  the 
labors  of  the  Sisters  of  Providence,  she  cheerfully,  yes, 
generously,  gave  herself  to  these  humiliating  duties,  and 
her  cordiality  and  prudence  among  strangers  on  such  oc- 
casions is  truly  noteworthy.  As  late  as  February  1900, 
one  of  these  long  and  fatiguing  trips  was  made  through 
Smith's  Falls,  Merrickville  and  Kemptville.  A  very  de- 
voted brother.  Rev.  T.  P.  O'Connor  being  Pastor  of  the 
last  named  parish,  the  collection  was  so  arranged  that 
the  supreme  pleasure  of  spending  a  few  days  at  his  home 
might  be  her  privilege.  The  long  desired  visit  was  ap- 
preciated and  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  our  dear  Sister. 

At  this  time  she  had  quietly  passed  her  ''Silver  Jubilee" 
and  although  a^^parently  possessing  much  youthfulness 
and  vigor  she  was  a  victim  of  serious  heart  affections. 
Several  apoplectic  spells  had  warned  the  Community  that 
the  termination  of  a  life  so  ardent  and  useful  would  come 
unexpectedly. 

One  of  the  annual  retreats  was  to  open  March  28,  and 
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her  name  was  aaioiig  the  number,  who  would  enter  into 
holy  solitude,  but  God  had  designed  otherwise.  On  Sun- 
da}^  evening,  the  feast  of  the  Annunciation,  feeling  greatly 
fatigued  after  removing  the  grand  decorations,  she  ob- 
tained permission  to  retire  earlier  than  usual.  Her  illness 
became  serious  and  she  was  ordered  to  the  Infirmary, 
The  bursting  of  a  blood-vessel  in  connection  w^th  the 
brain,  rapidly  decided  her  life  to  be  in  imminent  danger. 
The  announcement  fell  like  a  tremendous  thunderbolt  on 
the  Community;  the  last  Sacraments  were  administered 
and  the  members  of  her  affectionate  family  summoned. 
Fully  realizing  that  very  soon  she  must  meet  the  God, 
whom  she  had  so  truly  loved  and  served,  she  gave  a  part- 
ing advice  to  her  grief-stricken  and  only  sister,  and  peace- 
fully resigning  her  soul,  she  prepared  religiously  for 
death.  Shortly  after  receiving  the  Holy  Viaticum  she 
lapsed  into  a  comatose  state  which  continued  for  thirty-six 
hours.  The  life  closing  scene  of  our  dear  Sister  was  soul- 
stirring  and  appealed  to  the  sympathies  of  her  religious 
companions.  The  great  number  of  Sisters  assembled  at 
the  Mother  house  for  retreat,  spent  every  free  moment 
around  her  dying  bed,  pouring  out  fervent  supplications 
to  the  agonized  Heart  of  her  Divine  Spouse,  in  behalf  of 
one  who  had  for  many  years  generously  borne  her  share 
of  the  Community's  labors  and  hardships  and  whose 
boundless  good-nature  and  cheerful  dispositon  had  gained 
their  truest  affections.  Her  loving  brother,  Rev.  Father 
O'Connor,  remained  constantly  at  the  bedside  assisting  by 
absolutions  and  prayers  his  most  affectionate  sister  and  at 
5  p.  m.  Friday,  March  30,  death  relieved  Sister  Mary  of 
Mercy  from  these  cruel  agonies. 

On  Monday  the  obsequies  were  conducted  in  the  usual 
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impressive  manner,  His  Grace,  the  Archbishop,  presiding 
in  the  Sanctuary,  and  her  Reverend  Brother,  with  deacon 
and  sub-deacon  chanting  the  Requiem  service.  After 
the  solemn  Libera  the  remains  of  an  edifying  Sister  of 
Charity  were  reverently  placed  in  St.  Mary's  Vault. 

As  a  worthy  commemoration  of  our  departed  Sister  who 
toiled  and  prayed  with  us,  let  us  lovingly  implore  our 
powerful  Queen  and  Mother  of  Mercy,  to  release  from  the 
thraldom  of  imperfection,  a  soul  truly  devoted  to  her  and 
place  our  loved  Sister  in  bliss  eternal,  for  great  is  the 
holiness  of  God! 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  op  the  ASSUMPTION, 

(mARY    jane   MacDONELL. ) 

While  the  plaintive  petition  "Requiem  seternam"  lin- 
gers on  the  lips  and  in  the  hearts  of  a  sorrowing  sister- 
hood for  our  deeply  lamented  Sister  Mary  of  Mercy, 
the  Community  is  called  upon  to  mourn  the  premature 
loss  of  dear  Sister  Mary  of  the  Assumption,  whose  amia- 
bility of  character,  goodness  of  heart,  and  ardent  zeal  have 
earned  the  affectionate  remembrance  of  her  Institute. 

On  September  2,  1894,  the  Providence  Novitiate  wel- 
comed to  its  hallowed  Sanctum  two  gifted  and  pious  young 
candidates  in  the  persons  of  Mary  Jane  Macdonell,  the 
subject  of  this  brief  record,  and  her  elder  sister  Bella, 
known  in  the  Community  as  Sister  Mary  of  Nazareth. 

St.  Raphael's,  Glengarry  Co.,  was  the  birthi^lace  of  this 
privileged  child  and  the  happy  event  blessed  the  home 
of  her  pious  parents  on  the  feast  of  Our  Lady  of  Mount 
Carmel,  1876. 

The  Noviceship  of  our  happy  aspirant  was  marked  by 
no  extraordinary  event.  The  usual  and  trials  humiliations 
of  probation  were  cheerfully  endured  and  she  strove  ear- 
nestly to  follow  in  the  way  that  would  lead  her  to  perfec- 
tion. In  manners  obliging  and  condescending,  this  favored 
young  soul  readily  gained  the  esteem  and  affection  of  her 
companions. 

The  desired  day  of  her  espousals  dawned  Oct.  15,  1896, 
and  with  joy  inexpressible  she  pronounced  the  vows  which 
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consecrated  to  her  Lord  her  entire  being.  As  a  professed 
novice  she  rendered  valuable  services  at  St.  Vincent  de 
Paul  Hospital,  BrockvUle.  Here  she  willingly  spent  her 
health  and  strength  in  caring  and  solacing  the  sick  and 
suffering.  Ready  for  every  duty,  she  made  it  her  constant 
aim  to  accommodate  herself  to  the  will  of  others,  revering 
in  the  voice  of  her  Superiors  that  of  God  Himself.  Our 
dear  Sister  had  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  value  of  every 
moment  in  God's  service  and  whether  suffering  bodily 
pain  or  laboring  in  the  sick-room  her  generosity  was 
equally  admirable. 

During  her  Novitiate,  w^hich  was  now  about  to  close,  the 
Community  had  anticipated  the  consolation  of  adding  an- 
other shining  link  to  the  chain  of  earnest  laborers.  But 
alas!  our  gentle  Sister  was  attacked  by  that  fatal  disease 
which  never  spares  its  victim.  She  was  one  of  our  Lord's 
chosen  children:  "Early  called,  early  blest,"  After  pro- 
fession of  final  vows  she  lingered  on  fulfilling  God's  pur- 
pose in  suffering,  and  her  soul  became  more  tranquil  each 
succeeding  day. 

The  last  days  of  the  month  of  St.  Joseph  were  piously 
employed  in  preparing  to  answer  the  summons  of  her 
heavenly  Bridegroom,  and,  it  was  this  call  that  she  joyful- 
ly awaited,  although  she  had  not  completed  the  twenty- 
fourth  year  of  her  age  nor  the  sixth  of  her  religious  life. 

Her  own  and  tenderly  loved  Sister  Mary  of  Nazareth 
was  called  from  her  missionary  duties  in  Perth  to  take  a 
fond  farewell  before  those  loving  eyes  w^ould  forever  close 
to  the  things  of  earth.  This  great  privilege  was  an  im- 
mense consolation  to  the  dying  Sister,  for  we  may  well 
believe  that  in  consecrated  hearts  there  is  a  depth  of  sym- 
pathy and  tenderness  which  cannot  be  surpassed  by  mere 
human  ties  and  affections. 
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As  might  be  expected,  the  end  came  all  beautiful  in  its 
gentleness  on  Palm  Sunday  morning,  April  8,  1900.  An- 
other pure  young  soul  had  winged  its  flight  on  high  to 
blend  her  voice  with  the  harmony  of  the  angelic  court 
singing  eternally  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Requiescat  in  Pace 


SISTER  MARY  LEO, 

(mARY  ANN  FOG  ARTY.) 

In  the  pages  of  this  unpretentious  volume  is  narrated 
a  "Memoriam"  of  a  virtuous  young  religious  whom  the 
Community  lovingly  cherished  in  life,  as  Sister  Mary  Leo, 
and  whose  death  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  19,  1900  was  deep- 
ly lamented  by  her  Superiors  and  companions. 

Mary  Ann  Fogarty  was  born  Nov.  3.  1854  in  Chicopee, 
Mass.  of  parents  who  were  natives  of  Catholic  Ireland.  She 
received  all  the  advantages  of  a  Christian  education  from 
the  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame,  under  whose  efficient  tutorship 
she  rapidly  developed  rare  talents  and  advanced  in  piety 
and  all  the  virtues  that  best  adorn  the  youthful  character. 
But  God  early  called  to  Himself  her  devoted  parents  leav- 
ing to  their  little  daughter  the  education  and  care  of  her 
only  brother  Richard,  together  with  the  management  of  a 
considerable  estate. 

While  sharing  the  quiet  enjoyments  of  the  world,  she  as- 
pired to  the  dignity  of  Spouse  of  Christ  by  the  choice  of 
the  hidden  life  of  a  religious,  and  bade  adieu  to  her  friends 
to  enter  the  Novitiate  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  in  Laaven- 
worth,  Kansas.  In  so  holy  a  solitude  the  faithful  Novice 
failed  to  find  the  contentment  she  so  ardently  sought. 
Much  as  the  Community  wished  to  retain  this  amiable 
and  useful  candidate,  she  was  forced  to  abandon  the  hal- 
lowed retreat.  After  spending  a  year  at  Boarding  School 
in  a  Convent  of  Mercy,  Chicago,  she  happily  obtained  ad- 
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mission  to  our  Community,  Dec.  15,  1881,  and  from  the 
day  of  her  entrance  into  the  Novitiate  she  gave  proof  of  the 
excellence  of  her  vocation  by  laboring  seriously  to  advance 
in  perfection. 

Two  years  of  probation,  passed  in  the  peaceful  and  hap- 
py fulfilment  of  daily  duties  under  the  sanction  of  obedi- 
ence, rendered  her  pare  soul  more  acceptable  in  the 
sight  of  her  heavenly  Bridegroom,  to  whom  she  pledged 
her  final  vows  on  the  feast  of  St.  Josejjh,  1884. 

Although  she  was  never  robust  in  health,  her  usefulness, 
whether  in  the  class-room  or  in  other  offices,  was  always 
most  satisfactory,  and  wherever  employed,  order  and  neat- 
ness were  paramount.  Her  love  of  holy  poverty  and  its 
sister  virtues,  mortification  and  humility,  was  remarkable. 

Intelligent  and  fond  of  study,  she  was  most  ingenious  in 
devising  means  to  communicate  knowledge  to  the  pupils 
under  her  charge,  and  it  is  especially  among  the  Catholic 
families  in  the  Town  of  Perth,  that  the  name  of  Sister  M. 
Leo,  as  a  devoted  teacher,  is  gratefully  and  reverently  men- 
tioned. Several  years  she  taught  the  Orphans'  Class  at 
the  Mother  House,  where  by  her  jjiety  and  gentleness  she 
won  the  hearts  of  all,  even  the  rudest  little  waif,  and  she 
was  thus  enabled  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  her 
pupils  by  her  influence  over  them. 

In  the  Community  she  might  be  justly  titled  the  "De- 
fender of  the  Rule."  Not  the  slightest  delay  in  obeying 
the  signal  to  the  different  observances;  not  a  useless  word 
infringing  on  the  monastic  silence,  by  a  warning  finger 
placed  on  her  lips  many  a  thoughtless  companion,  who 
ventured  a  word  violating  charity  or  silence,  was  gently 
reminded  of  duty.  By  her  genuine  wit  and  modest  gaiety 
she  contributed  innocent  enjoyment  to  dull  moments  of 
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the  recreation,  immensely  increasing  the  health  and  con- 
tentment of  her  religious  associates.  We  can  only  think 
of  Sister  Mary  Leo  as  a  soul  marked  by  the  signet  of 
sanctity  from  her  earliest  youth,  and  she  has  undeniably 
left  to  this  Institute  a  sweet  legacy  in  the  bright  example 
of  her  holy  life. 

The  too  brief  and  usjful  career  of  our  loved  Sister  was 
destined  to  receive  the  sanctifying  touch  of  suffering,  pa- 
tiently endured,  and  this  for  nearly  two  years.  It  was 
during  the  autumn  of  1898  that  an  acute  attack  of  Pneu- 
monia began  the  slow  undermining  of  her  health  and 
when  obliged  to  resign  her  post  in  her  beloved  class-room, 
she  turned  h?r  attention  to  other  duties  with  a  cheerfulness 
peculiar  to  herself. 

In  April,  1899,  she  wa^  appointed  Directress  of  the 
Tertiary  Sisters,  but  delicate  health  and  her  tender  con- 
scientious sense  of  duty,  urged  a  request  for  removal  from 
that  responsible  office. 

A  slight  stroke  of  paralysis  in  the  spring  of  1900,  left 
our  dear  Sister  helpless,  and  for  a  time  unconscious.  Re- 
covering partially  the  use  of  her  faculties  it  was  very  con- 
soling to  the  Community,  and  especially  to  herself,  that 
she  was  able  to  receive  holy  Communion  from  time  to  time 
and  join  in  other  religious  exercises.  Fretpient  nasal  hem- 
orrhages, the  result  of  a  loathsome  catarrhal  affection, 
prostrated  her,  until  the  poor  worn  frame  could  resist  no 
longer.  Death  was  really  approaching,  yet  it  had  no  ter- 
rors for  our  dear  patient;  her  brave,  trustful,  and  resigned 
heart  bore  her  many  sufferings  sweetly  and  serenely;  in 
silence  and  in  hope  she  found  her  strength. 

Fortified  by  the  last  Sacraments  and  surrounded  by  all 
the  consolations  of  holy  religion,   our  cherished    Sister 
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calmly  passed  away  December  19,  1900,  cheerfully  laying 
down  a  life  which  had  been  wholly  devoted  to  the  service 
of  God  and  His  poor.  May  the  bright  example  of  her  vir- 
tues and  the  remembrance  of  her  kindly  deeds,  serve  to 
sweeten  the  bitterness  and  trials  of  life  and  make  us  wor- 
thy to  meet  her  again  in  the  heaven  of  eternal  felicity  !  !  ! 

Eequiescat  in  Pace. 


SISTER  MARY  PATRICK, 

(mARY   AGNES    DONOVAN.) 

The  "Death  Record"  of  our  Institute,  at  the  close  of  its 
fortieth  year,  inscribes  on  the  bead-roll  of  sanctified  souls 
twenty-three  cherished  members,  who  have  joined  the 
ranks  of  the  blessed,  and  sadly  is  the  new  era  prefaced  by 
a  loving  tribute  in  memory  of  a  fervent  young  religious. 
Sister  Mary  Patrick,  who  was  called  to  her  reward  on 
February  17,  1902. 

As  the  inheritance  of  worthy  Catholic  parents,  Mary 
Agnes  Donovan  was  endowed  with  a  strong  faith,  the 
corner-stone  on  which  was  constructed  a  solidly  virtuous 
life.  County  Cork,  Ireland,  was  her  birth-place  and 
brightly  glowed  her  enthusiasm,  when  the  departed  glory 
or  present  wrongs  of  the  "Green  Isle"  were  related.  For 
several  years  previous  to  her  entrance  into  religion  she 
lived  in  Lennox,  Mass.  and  though  mingling  gaily  in  the 
world,  her  heart  was  veritably  marked  with  the  insignia  of 
religious  vocation.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  she  bade  adieu 
to  her  family  and  friends  and  obtained  admission  to  the 
Novitiate  July  1,  1891  and  before  the  close  of  '92  she  was 
happily  invested  with  the  holy  habit  of  a  Sister  of  Charity. 

In  this  little  field  of  Christ's  vineyard  she  applied  her- 
self with  resolution  and  ability  to  every  appointed  duty. 
Her  kindness  to  the  orphans,  the  aged  and  afflicted  was 
simply  incredible;  in  their  immediate  care  her  zeal  found 
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a  fitting  outlet,  while  her  patience  in  words  and  demeanor 
edified  every  one. 

The  much  coveted  name  of  Patrick  she  received  at  holy 
profession,  which  occurred  on  the  feast  of  St.  Charles  1893. 
At  this  period  her  health  gave  promise  of  long  and 
vigorous  life,  but  He,  Who  appoints  to  each  of  us  the 
measure  of  our  days,  ordained  otherwise. 

The  Community  early  recognized  the  superior  qualities 
that  characterized  the  youthful  religious;  her  executive 
abilities,  her  aptness  in  writing,  her  almost  scrupulous 
regard  for  the  least  important  embassy  entrusted  to  her 
charge,  and  placed  Sister  Mary  Patrick  in  the  honorable 
but  responsible  position  of  Assistant,  Secretary  and 
Bursar  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Hospital,  Brockville.  This 
appointment  she  ever  regarded  as  a  heavy  cross,  but  in 
all  trying  circumstances  she  was  mindful  of  duty,  and 
gave  her  unremitting  attention  to  the  "one  thing  necessary.' 
If,  in  the  busy  scenes  attendant  on  Hospital  work,  she 
showed  any  natural  irritability,  she  would  in  a  moment 
gently  express  her  sorrow  and  ask  forgiveness.  She  was 
accused  of  indepsndence,  yet  none  strove  to  promote  a 
spirit  of  submission  among  her  religious  associates  more 
earnestly  than  our  worthy  Sister,  and  no  one  who  has 
followed  her  short  career,  could  say  otherwise  than  she  was 
insistent  to  a  fault  in  upholding  the  rights  of  Superiors, 
a  hater  of  pretence  and  sham,  and  one  who  weighed  all 
tilings  in  that  balance,  which  counts  for  the  glory  of  God. 

The  Blessed  Sacrament  was  always  the  chief  object  of 
her  devotion  and  often  in  her  trials,  which  were  neither 
few  nor  light,  was  she  seen  hastening  to  cast  herself  at  the 
foot  of  the  Tabernacle  in  prayer.     In  an  earnest  but  un- 
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affected  way,  did  she  strive  to  promote  love  and  adoration 
for  the  Hidden  God  ever  dwelling  amongst  us.  Abundant- 
ly was  this  ardent  zeal  rewarded,  for  during  her  last  illness 
the  privilege  of  receiving  Holy  Communion  frequently, 
was  one  of  her  greatest  consolations. 

A  malignant  type  of  Typhoid  fever  during  the  summ3r 
of  1901  filled  the  Community  with  apprehensions,  which 
were  painfully  realized,  for  in  less  than  eight  months  the 
fatal  disease  Consumption  had  ruthlessly  cut  down  a 
promising  young  life.  The  month  of  Septemb  >r  in  the 
same  year  found  her  in  the  Infirmary  at  the  Mother 
House  preparing  jjiously,  yes,  joyfully  for  admission  to 
the  Eternal  Kingdom.  A  loving  confidence  in  God  sus- 
tained her  courage  to  the  close  of  her  long  and  tedious  ill- 
ness. Many  hours  of  weary  suffering  were  brightened  by 
frequent  visits  from  our  ever-kind  Archbishop,  the  Most 
Rev.  C.  H.  Gauthier,  whose  words  of  encouragement  and 
unfailing  sympathy  inspired  the  dying  religious  with  re- 
newed hope.  Being  naturally  bright  and  witty,  she  had  a 
smile  and  a  cheerful  word  for  all  who  came  near  her  and 
rarely  did  she  mention  her  own  sufferings.  Oh,  well  may 
it  be  recorded  in  this  brief  space  that  it  is  not  for  her  ability 
and  intellectual  gifts  that  Sister  M.  Patrick  will  be  longest 
remembered :  her  cheery  disposition,  her  warmness  of  heart, 
her  deep  thou  .,h  unaft'ected  piety  and  zeal  for  God's  glory, 
endeared  her  to  Superiors  and  Sisters  in  religion,  and 
all  those  who  were  brought  within  the  sphere  of  her  in- 
fluence, and  which  will  doubtless  secure  for  her,  as  a  re- 
turn of  affection  and  gratitude,  many  a  fervent  prayer  for 
the  repose  of  her  soul. 

Requiescat  in  Pace. 


